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Tise 
Sudian Witness. 


Rev. J. E. Robinson, 
Editor. 


The Rev. Robert HE. Speer, A; 
Secy. Presbyterian Board of Missions, Le Helge mmens 
156 Fifth Avenue, Br 
Mo Wo Gly, Wo Wo, Wo So No iy 


Dear Mr. Speer:- 


Your letter of May 15th, inquiring about mater- 
ial for a biography of the late Rev. George Bowen, reached me 
in due course, and ought to have been answered sooner, but 
the death of a missionary colleague of our mission in this 
city threw extra work on me, which has crowded me somewhat of 
astiere 

I have always regarded it as a great pity that a 
biography of Mr. Bowen was not undertaken soon after his death. 
When in America in 1888, pihe year he died, I made some over- 
tures in that direction baka members of his family, and con- 
sulted with one’or two old friends of his about it, but the 
way seemed blocked. It was made plain to me at the time 
that his correspondence in the hands of members of his family 
would not be available. I then let the matter drop. Now I am 
glad to learn that the idea of preparing a biography has come 
to you. There is no man whom I should be more pleased to co- 
Operate with in any possible way, than yourself, and anything 
I can do to help you I shall be pleased to do. 

The material belonging to George Bowen which came 
to me after his death was very meager. There were a great many 
very brief outlines of sermons and addresses that he had de- 
livered, written on the backs of envelopes, Ra PR a nents 
papers and small pieces of paper. Thege were mixed Up in an 
amazing fashion, and most of them are in my possession still. 
Two or three years ago I published a number of them in a few 
successive numbers of "The Indian Witness". 

Then there were two old MS. journals, in tattered 
binding, written with poor ink, which h@d spread into the 
dampish paper, and was much faded. Out of these had been 
cut many pages which he had used in the’Reminiscences’ which 
he published in successive volumes of "The Bombay Guardian" in 
the eighties. From these JO WIENS had been made. many ex- 
tracts which appeared in the same "Reminiscences. Now, 
regarding the portions of these two journals which remain, I 
will say to you What I have not stated to any other person, that 
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it would be very undesirgable to have these published in any 
form. I took the advice of one of our most godly and wisest 
missionaries, and he advised me, after I told him the character 
of the contents, to destroy then. That, however, I have not 
done. As you are doubtless aware, Mr. Bowen had rather 
peculiar escatological ideas. He had theories regarding the 
manifestation of Christ and of the sons of God Ee hinself 

was a central figure. Whole pages are taken up with rhapsodies 
concerning We rex ushering in of the new order of things 

by a special testimony of God to himself as a chosen vessel 
whom Christ was to honor in a unique way before the whole world 
as his special representative. Dates were fixed and looked 
forward to with the utmost positiveness and passionateness 

of desire, when the sign of the Son of man was to appear, and 
George ponen was to be accredited before the universe. He 
suffered greatly mentally when disappointment came, but nothing 
daunted he set to work again and fixed up new dates with 

equal confidence wrthe same old glowing expectations, to real- 
ize the adisappointing results. His faith was severely tried. 
How he mannered to survive it all is a mystery. 

Now, he. never published anything of this, and he 
never even talked with his friends on the subject, and as the 
publication would be greatly misunderstood, I think you will 
agree with me that the advice which my experienced missionary 
friend gave was not out of place, and that it would be extremely 
unadvisable to use this matter in any way in his biography. 

I may state, in the same strict confidence, that many pages 
are taken up with love matters. A lady whom he idolized and 
to whom he was engaged in Bombay is the theme of much 
sentimentalism which if published would be certain to de- 
tract from his reputation in public estimation, although it is 
all pure and elevated; put ro ula be exceedingly difficult to 
those who knew George Bowen to believe that he could be so 
deepfy affected by the "> rand passion ’as he appears to have 
been. You are the only one to whom I have ever written 
this, and I am induced to do so only to ex plain why the nater- 
jal in my hands cannot be used in the contemplated biography. 
hen, I have some twenty annual volumes of "The Bom- 
bay Guardian" which I prize as a personal treasure, and these 
I would be quite willing to loan you for the purpose in view, 
if you desire. I presume you have access to t he volumes of 
"The Bombay Guardian" in one or other of the New York libraries, 
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but you are welcome to these in my possession at any time. I 
will box then up carefully and send them to yOu, 4 ym mak Isthonwne 
Besides the foregoing there is absolutely nothing Warn. 
else left by George Bowen in my possession. When proceeding 
to America in 1888 I took home with me and handed over to Mr. 
Bowen's sisters a packet of their letters which I had found 
among the papers he left. A number of other letters of a 
purely business character an@of no importance in any way, some 
of them partly destroyed by white ants, I myself burned. They 
would have been of no use whatever for biographical purposes@ 
I recall with pleasure the pleasing glimpse of you 
that I was privileged to have in Calcutta three or four years 
ago, and have kept track of you since then with much interest. 
Let me thank you for many an inspiration and much help derived 
from addresses and contributions to the press of yoursee 
which I read from time to time. I feel very thankful that God , | 
has given you the privilege of representing the great foreign misdemr 
nae to the home churches, and pray that His blessing may 
abundantly attend your efforts to arouse the church to its duty 
towards this great cause. With kindest regards and best wishes, 


Yours very cordially, 
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i Bombay, Dec, 9, /87. 
My dear friend: 


Tt_is-matiday,..Shali~Lwrite to my.friend Renkin?.....I have been 
writing mach, and my handg*craves rest; but I do not like’ delaying’ to thank you for 
your long and interesting letter. I am sure I ansyeted“your last previous letter. 

I wrote it spéejally”in hopes that it might clear,away some @gubts from your gspirit— 
vel horizon, I2“mst have gone astray, not finding you at Northfield. ay 

I hadthe great pleasure of seeing your sister about a morth ago, one Sunday, 
after I hag” been preaching, She and her“hmsband were in the congregation. I spoke 
to them," and was delighted to, find that’ she was your sister. But I sai,them only 
for x few mimtes. I should Haye been so glad to have talked with her about, you. 

ct_.day.,,.Monday;~they-were,-td°>goto-Elephanta; and" to teave Ih the--evening. 

\Many thanks for all the papers and books kindly sent me from time to time. 

The memoir of Bro. Lawrence I read years ago. What does it show? That the 
"blessed life” is not an attainment, but thefreception of a gift, the same gift that 
is offered by the Gospel to every creature. How is it that some are seeking year. 
after year and not finding? Because cf their preconceived ideas? If any man Wire 
wise, let him become a fool, that he may be wise. Many a man has idols and he in- 
Sists that these idols shall help him in coming to a tme knowledge of Christ. 

Some of thege idols are made to look like Christ, and are therefore tolerated; but are 
névertheless idols. Some people have a great admiration of the Emperor Marcus Au 
relius ané his writings. So far as there is truth in these writings, it originated 
with Christ, and having beem refashioned is given forth as the man's own, But what 
about the 50,000 Christian men, women, and children, the salt of the earth, the best 
of allRome's populations, myrdered by order of the Empsror, and their property given 
to the informers, thes bribed to denounce them, all without disturbing the philoso- 
phic complacency of this man? I say that one who gives his enthusiasm to Marcus 
Aurelius, need not wonder if he is hindered from finding Christ as Lawrence found him, 

You speak with great admiration of Emerson and of the great benefit derived 
from his teachings. I say of him what I said of Aurelius. In Christ are given unto 
us all things that wertain to life and godliness. What is true and valuable in 
Christ's teaching, may in some measmre be found in Emerson's books, but with Emer- 
son's stamp upon them; they do not lead to Christ, but to Emerson, He passes them 
off as intuitional, thus glorifying man, the very thing that Christ is most against. 
Man must be in the dust, and man's wisdom, before we can profit by Christ. What 
has Emerson done for you? Has he taught you the blessed art of finding all in 
Christ? Has he shovm you the kingdom which is righteousness,peace and joy in the 
Holy Ghost? You give me your experience in the words of Job; Oh that I knew where 
i might find Him, etc. You have intense desires, but no satisfactaon. Your picture 
of yourself is unmistakably sad. One thing you need, and Emerson has not helped you 
to getit. Lawrence says, "all consists in one hearty renunciation of everything 
which we are sensible does not lead to God,” and thdét includes thexasdutrakion aban- 
donment of our ideas and of other people's ideas, and coming to Christ as a little 
child to learn the A. B. C. of religion. The Gospel is the glad tidings of a gift, 
and that gift received in the heart will do its om divine work of purifying the 
heart. The pollution and depravity of the heart are no barriers to the reception of 
the gift by faith. So please do not talk any more of God's whipping the old Adam 
out of you, Give up all you Imow of adoration, for this has not brought you unto 
God's marvellous light. Come to Christ with nothing but teachableness. And praise 
God for realities before you arise from your kmees, whatever your heart may say. 

You will have seen in the Guardian that on the 4th of Sept. I had a fall and 
fractured my thigh, and am lame for life. I hwve not walked in the street since 
themm and have not got back to my own room, One that rejoiced in his independence 
has been made very dependent on! others. I thank God that I have not been tempted 
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I find Christ all-sufficient here as elsewhere, 
My letter is short, but long enough to show you the secre of a happy life, 
if you are willing to find it 
é Yours in Chr, love. 2 


1 Geo, Bowen, 
25h) 


to fret. 
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COPY. 
Bombay, june 15, 1886. 


My dear Mr. Rankin: 

It is a long long time since I have had the pleasure of re- 
ceiving a letter from you I need not wonder at this, as I am such an unsatisfactory 
correspondent myself, {I have received from time to time papers and books from you. 
You have been so kind as to send to me your copy of "the Pupil of Raphael." It 
cost you no Little trable to get it, and I will teke care to return it to you shortly. 
I am reading it, but have no desire that anybody else should read it, Not a single 
incident or a single character remained in memory, There are portions of it that I 
regret exceedingly, showing the effect of Balzac's writings. I am very glad that 
the Lord so completely smmffed the book out. Above all am I grateful that he has 
saved me from myself 

I think it not unlikely that the Rev. Dr. Daniel Steel’ may have written to 
you concerning the volumes of the Guardian containing my Reminiscences. You once ex- 
pressed a desire that these should be published in book form. Dr. Steel! conceived 
the idea of writing my life. I am now casting abokt for materials, A letter of 
his addressed to Rev. Dr. Dulles. was sent to me by my sister, so I wrote to him 
telling him about the Reminiscences, and that you had the volumes, and may be you would 
let him have the use of them. 

Since writing the above I have received a letter from Dr, Steele, correcting 
the erroneous notion I have formed & his intention. McDonald and Gill, publishers, 
Bombay, were proposing to issue an American edition of "the Amens of Christ," and 
akked Dr. Steele to prepare a biographical sketch of the author or something of that 
sort by way of introduction to the book, So he will not have any occasion to troub= 
le you for the volumes of the Guardian, 

I live in hope that you will send me word some day that you are believing these 
words of God that offer eternal life to whomsoever, and banish that sense ¢ condemma~ 
tion and all vain thirsting. Whatever your nature really demands for his highest ce- 
velopment is in that¢ word "eternal life." I wich that you would make up your mind 
that nothing more is ever to come to you from God than has come to you, and give your 
attention to what has come to you and is ignored by you. It was a blessed hour for 
me when I lost all faith in the fture, and begam to interrogate the present, I think 
I see a prisoner in a cell. On a table a letter has been lying many days which he 
fancies for somebody else and not for him, It authorizes him to cleim the right of 
egress and to go out of his yard and to go to a comfortable dwelling provided for 
him, Bue, he says, it is not for me; if it were for me it would not leave me here. 
He ig there because he has not faith. Why should you make light of all that God 
has done to inspire you with faith? You do thiswhen you fail to recognize what 
God offers you. ‘The lying spirit of unbelief will say to you, This does not suit 
your case, Let not that spirit contime in his post of doorkeepey of your heart. 
How glad should I be to hear that you have decided to let God be me, though every 
man a liar, All happiness is ig the recognition of Him who sits upon the throne, 
whose nature and whose name is Levewhagives Himself and is Himself Love Almighty 
to every atom, and is excluded only by man's unbelieving heart. God has never done 
anything for me, or will do, that he is not offering to every creature, for he offers 
himself aml he is Love. You have only to let God be true, let him be himself, and 
you will find yourself in paradise.The New Jerusalem comes down from God out of 
heaven vhen men discover this. But it is hid from them by the great concern that 
they have for self. Do not allow your heart to cheat you out of the blessings con- 
tained in this oe) Let go the Future; interrogate the Present, What I mean is, 
Find God in the present 

Ever yours affectionately in the Lord. 
Geo, Bowen. 
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COPY. 
Bombay, February 11, 1885. 


My dear Mr, Rankin: 

IT have received your long letter, and read it with meh in- 
terest, and my heart has been dravm out in prayer on your behalf. At the same time 
I deeply feel that what you want is not that God should take up some new attitude to= 
ward you, or do anything, or be anything but what he is, but that you should recognize 
him as revealed at the cfoss, What makes heaven to be heaven is that the truth which 
you fail to see, is there seen by all] I wrote something in the last Guardian, Feby 
7th, suggested by a portion of your letter, and will now say something more. 

Remember Lot's wife. There is not the slightest use in giving your thoughts 
to the past. You are by the direction of Providence in a certain sphere, in certain 
relations to otherg, and God would have you live in the present, live with Him in the 
present, love Him in those with whom you come in contact. We are to keep ourselves 
from idols - idols in the imagination, jdols in memory. An idol is that which diverts 
the heart from its legitimate object. After my conversion, I found that my faith in G) 
Christ could not be developed while Iwas giving my thoughts and reverence to a cer= 
tain shrine in memory, and for Christ's sake I dismissed it, leaving God to care for 
the departed one, and have never found it good to occupy myself with past things» 

T have on my hands the great task of redeeming the present. , God's will is inter- 
preted to me by the circumstances in which I find myself. The great necessity is 
that I should daily know Christ better and so be made like to Him, but in order to know 
Him I must subordinate my mental exerc ises to the word, and live therein, and beware 
of day—dreams, I make all allowance for the state of your health, but to be looking 
£0 Christ is no greater strain tipon the mind than to be occwpied with earthly things. 
In f@ct nothing is so renovating ,new-creating as faith, Faith is not an effort, 

but cessation from effort, - letting that be true which is true. Tt is much easier 
walking on rock than on water, as Peter found, 

Love to Christ is the magic wend that turns all to gold, so that we mo longer 
single out this or that object of admiration, but learn to find beauty and excellence 
in the commonest objects, and joy in the caumendments. And how do we get this love 
for Christ? Wot by efforts, struggles, self-reproaches, tears, fastings, ete., but 
by just seeking to know Christ's love to the unworthy. The one thing needed is to 
know our unworthiness, and found our hopes not mpon our gre atness, but upon our bad- 
ness; not wpon igno our malady, ¢ fut upon Inowing it, we-are to turn to the 
pight physician, I never have striven to lore Christ, since he showed me this, but 
only to know his love, as the one medicine meeded. He that is faithful in that which 
is least is faithful also in meh. Lazarus at the gate of Dives was pleasing God allo 
the time, and needed not to envy Spurgeon his gift of utteramce. Let us do heartily |, 
vhat our hand findeth to do, if it be sweeping the street or shoveling the snow or 3 
sawing wood, or teaching stupid boys, or suffering pain, Let God's will be our 
fruit, our paradise 5 

The best use we can make of our past sins is to turn from them to Christ. 
Anything that diverts our attention fron Christ does us harm, This and that sin may c 
appear very odiousto us, and are so truly, but with God the most odious sin is that C 
of not accepting his offer of leve : ie 

I sympathize very much with you, in your physical sufferings. But Christ wy 
more; “in all their afflictions he was afPlicted.” wih ¢ 9 

There is not the slightest use in trying to correct anything amiss 1n our ry 
mentel habits by direct efforts. We get the victory by faith, i.e. by ceasing ta, i, 
combat them and making them over to Christ. Do not even be impatient with bea a 
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evils. Nothing so discomPits Satan as when you praise the Lord. 2 Chron, xx: 
Commend@ing you to the all-sufficient grace of Christ, I an, 
Yours ever in the Lord, 
Geo. Bowen. 
Very many thanks for the books so kindly sent me. 


I succeeded in finding one of the Guardians you asked for , and asked the publisher 


COPY. 


Bombay, October 16, 1884. 

My dear Mr. Rankins- 

I trust you have received the books you wished me to forward. 
I may have forgotten one or two of little consequence. MeDonald snd Gill, Boston, 
have asked end I have given permission to publish "The Amens of Christ," hitherto 

not published in America. 

I have no such trouble or confusion as that you speak of in regard to the 
persons the Godhead. I conceive of God as absolutely One, yet have no difficulty 
jm apprehending God in Christ, and God the Spirit in me, Without this trifold mani- 
festation I had never known God. There is more approach to a mystery in the dis- 
tinguishing between the Christ of God and his brethren fully redeemed in whom too 
is all the fulness of the Godhead. John fell at his feet in one of these, But I 
suppose there will be practically no difficulty, He is always the Saviour, and they 
are always the saved. John xvii and Ephes,iii, ete, show that we must getthere where 
Christ was when about to ascend, The more fully we are conformed to him, the better 
we shall understand all things. I beg of you, dear Brother, seek by faith to appro= 
priate the utmost that God can give you, and let Christ have the canfort ef seeing one 
fully conformed to his image 

JT am, with kindest regards to yours, 

faithfully yours, 
Geo. Bowen. 


The money was duly received, and the Guardian portion duly acknowledged in the 
Guardian. 
If anybody wants to publish any of the public ations I sent you, he is welcome 
to do go. 
I enclose card addressed to myself, on which please acknowledge receipt of 
books if they have come. 
G. B. 


To Mr. Ramkin. 
COPY. 
Bombay, May 1, 1884. 
My dear friend: 

I duly recd yours of Feb. 2nd, and the books you so kindly sent 
me, and have to thank you for these, as also for the Independent, which I receive 
regularly. YI missed the Independent when it stopped coming, and was glad when it 
made its appedrance again. There is much in the Independent for which I do not care, 
and wonder why it should be admitted there; and there is other matter of which I & 
not epprove, yet am glad to see because 44 Lets me know the current of thought in 
certain spheres. You will have seen thet I wrote something about the Trinity, The 
Bible does not undertake to explain it to us. What it most positively teaches us is 
the Trinity of God, andi what ig said about the manifestations of God in Christ is 
never treated as thought it conflicted with that in any way. We get at the right con 
ception of these things, not so much by intellectual effort, as experimentally. As 
we grow up into Christ, we apprehend Christ. There should never be a shadow of a 
doubt in the mind (there never has been in mine) that in honouring Christ we honour 
the Father. 

I sm convinced that Chunder Sea was more intent on his own glory, throughout, 
than on that of Christ. He honoured the Christ of hig own conception, the Christ 
that was plastic in his hands, to be moulded as the Hindu national pride demanded. 
‘There was m0 unconditional surrender to Christ at any ime. The Christ that he 
'Pavoured was one that would give greatness to Chunder Sen. 

Tt is not for me to say if Socinians are ever saved. As many as are the 
children of God are led by the S. of G., and the Spirit glorifies Christ, and leads the 
Socinian and Romanist out of his own views into the true Light . 

TI have not asked the printer to keep back your Guardians, believing that the 
Postal Quarantine had been done away. I will have inquiries inatituted, The two 
mumbers asked for were despatched. 

I am, Yours faithfully, 
Geo, Bowen. 
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CHRISTIAN WORLD 


BOSTON, pecm. 25,1902. 


Dear Hi- 


Robert E. Speer writes to us asking for material toward a 


biography of George Bowen.It shows in how little a world I live that I 


had not even heard of his death. He was a ereat man and I wish I knew 
enough about his life to write the vivid short sketch which should 
pretede a formal biography.I ache to do it. But that is neither here 
nor thergI add this to ay Christmas greetings to suggest that you 
comminicate with Speer abort the matter. Pethaps yo know of someone 
who Knew Bowen DPersomnat ity. 


Yours affectionately always. 
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Li 4 Craleutta, Marg istny 777 5 
duet Seite | 
Mr Robert HE Speer, 
Secretary, Presbyteriaf Missionary Society, 
New York, U'. S. A. 

My dear Mr Speer, 

In sorting old papers, etc., this week, I lighted on 
a drama, "OLAF," written by George Bowen in 1836, It occurred to me you 
would be pleased to have a glimpse of it, so I have pleasure in mailing 
it to you to-day. 

I trust you are making good progress with the Biog= 
raphy, which I am sure will be eagerly welcomed, especially from your p 
pen. Of course there will be a simultaneous English edition. 

I have done extensive traveling since my arrival in 
India four months ago--in Bombay and Bengal presidencies, the United Pro- 
vinees and Burma. It is an unspeakable satisfaction to me to be able to 
report that the work of God in this land is truly prospering. Possibly 
there may be an isolated station here and there where the work, for valid 
reasons, is not advancing rapidly, but I assure you out of scores of mis-— 
sion stations I have visited, I have not seen one in which there arenot 
manifest tokens of the Spirit's working and abundat cause for solid en- 
couragement. 

This week we are initiating the new editor of the " 
"Indian Witness" into his new duties. It is considerable of a risk to b 
bring axm an untried and inexperienced man, so far as direct eonnection 
with India is concerned; but the fact is, we had not a suitable man in 
all the empire who could be spared fpom the work in which presently en= 
gaged. He seems a capable and safe man. 


With kindest regards and all good wishes, 


fou reuly/ 4 


UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
BROADWAY AT 120TH STREET 


NEW YORK 


August 10, 1936 


Robert E. Speer, D.D. 

The Board of Foreign Missions 
of the Presbyterian Church 
156 Fifth Avenue 

New York, N.Ye 


Dear Dr. Speer: 


In your letter of July 20 
you ask who wrote the introduction to the 
American edition of George Bowen's “Amens 
of Christ". To my regret the theological 
Abma Mater of George Bowen does not possess 
a copy of this book. The Library of Congress, 
however, has a copy published at Boston, 
Mass., by MeDonald & Gill in 1886. The 
introduction of that is by Daniel Steele, D.D. 


Cordially, yours, 
if , Ne 


William Walker Roe kwell 
WWR:R Librarian 
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Having repeatedly urged the republication of an American edition 
of "THE AMENS OF CHRIST", I, in turn, am solicited by the publishers 
(who have the approval of the author) to furnish a suitable Introduc- 
tion to its readers in this Western World. I have coveted this as a 
pleasure,yet have nesitated to undertake it as a literary task. My 
reluctance arises from the fear that the workmanship expended on the 
vestibule may poorly harmonize with the splendid architecture of the 
temple itself,and may mar its wondrous beauty. There is a fable tnat 
the Genii once built for a monarch a magnificent palace,leaving for 
the king only one small window to be finished. But in attempting to 
furnish this window in a style in keeping with the others and with the 
superb structure as a whole,he failed,after having exhausted his own 
purse and all the resources of his kingdom. But the failure immensely 
enhanced his estimate of the cost of the palace. So the risk of a re- 
puted literary bankruptcy on my part is willingly incurred,if ents 
contrast,should set torth the richness of this jeweled edifice erecta 
on the soil of India,and comparable to her Taj Mahal of Agra. 

As may be inferred from the title,the contents of this book are 
a series of meditations on those utterances of Jesus which he empha- 
sized by the word VERILY. Dr. Steir has somewhere made the profound 
and truthful remark,that when Jesus Christ prefaced a saying with the 
words VERILY,VERILY, he spake out of his co-equality with the Father. 
Though every word of our Lord Jesus is instinct with life,yea,life 
eternal (John vi. 63, 68), yet he has chosen to set to others a fin- 
ger-point indicating their special significance and worthiness of most 


profound study and unhesitating, unquestioning belief as the pivot of 


destiny. 


\It occurred to two distinguished writers,at about the same time, 
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to group these important scriptures together and make them the themes 


of devout meditations. These are George Bowen and Andrew Jukes. To 
which of them belongs the credit of the original conception is un- 
known to the writer. It is quite probable that it was original with 
both. But here all resemblance ceases, Jukes,with a kind of Sweden- 
borgian insight,sees in every word a fanciful type. Bowen,with a 
penetration guided by strong common sense, sees in every word a prac- 
tical truth. Jukes leans constantly towards millennarianism,with the 
Jewish notion of the Messiah's kingdom; while Bowen takes the Pauline 
view of the reign of Christ on earth,the gatnering together of the 
spiritual (srael under the dispensation of the Holy Spirit. 

I count it a rare privilege to introduce on this continent a 
book so inspiring,because itself is, in no mean sense,inspired of the 
Divine Spirit; a book which will attract and edify thousands of thought- 
ful souls blessed with lofty spiritual aspirations. Jesus might have 
pronounced on the Mount an eighth beatitude, Blessed are they who 
break the bread of life to those who hunger after righteousness ,and 
blessed are the servitors who bring the tray laden with loaves. 

All the books of Rev. George Bowen are strongly marked with his 
individuality. They are all meditations on the Holy Scriptures, exnib- 
iting the same high literary finish; the same glowing love to God and 
men; the same freshness and striking aptness of illustration; the Same 
vividness of conception; the same preadth of view,with power to dis- 
cover the subtle,interior connections of thought in Scriptural exege- 
sis; the same ability to illuminate a text as if an electric light 
had been suddenly hung in its very centre; the same scathing rebuke 


of a merely formal type of Christianity; the same revelation of the 
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sunlit heights of assurance and cloudless communion with the Father 
and the Son,through the Holy Comforter; summits on which the author 
himself is manifestly dwelling; and the same high estimate of the 
transcendent privileges of the believer under the Pentecostal dis- 
pensation,deliverance from imbred sin and that perfection of love 
which casts out all tormenting fear,and places an artesian well in 
the heart and makes the Magnificat of the Virgin ever warble from the 
fire-touched lips. 

In reviewing the many influences which have become factors in 
moulding my own Christian character, I wish in this public manner to 
record my sense of indebtedness to this good man whose pen, guided by 
the Holy Spirit,has, for nearly a quarter of a century,under the sul- 
try skies of India,been as a chisel in the hand of a skillful sculp- 
tor, conforming me to the image of the Son of God, More than a score 
of years ago | secured and read with great spiritual profit "Bowen's 
Daily Meditations" ,- three hundred and sixty-five passages of God's 
Word, beautifully opened and applied with the unction of the Spirit 
to the heart of the reader. Some years afterwards 1 obtained another 
devotional and expository volume by the same author, “Love Revealed", 
which suggested to me a title for my own first literary venture, "Love 
Enthroned". 

"Love Revealed" is a series of profound and devout reflections on 
five chapters of St. John's Gospel, beginning with the thirteenth and 
ending with the seventeenth,which section of the fourth Gospel one of 
the Christian Fathers has aptly styled "The Heart of Jesus". 

Our author is a modern John who has so long reclined on the bosom 
of Jesus that he has become qualified beyond any other writer of this 
century to be the interpreter of his Heart. Both of these books are 


published by the Presbyterian Board of Publication, in Philadelphia. 
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This will account for their limited circulation among other denomina- 
tions,especially among the Nethodists,to whom they are peculiarly 
adapted, bating a slight savor of predestinarianism in the "Daily 
Meditations", and some faint,lingering reminiscences in "Love Ke- 
vealed", The reason for the disappearance of these traces of this 
doctrine in this more recently written book, "The Amens of Christ", 
will appear as the reader advances in this Introduction, 

Already you are inquiring,Who is George Bowen? How could so emi- 
nent a Christian writer be so unknown to so many American readers? 
The answer to this question is found in the fact thet he was never a 
correspondent of any periodical in this Western World. We have neith- 
er the data nor the space for a detailed biography,such as might be 
compiled from a series of Reminiscences written by himself and extend- 
ing through five volumes of the Bombay Guardian. Another American ad- 
mirer,wno, like the writer, is "an unseen friend", has begged the priv- 
jilege of introducing this autobiography to the American public. It is 
sufficient for our present purpose to say that Wr. Bowen is an Ameri- 
can citizen who some forty years ago offered himself to the Presbyter- 
jan Board as a misSionary to India, Reaching Bombay,his appointed 
field, he entered with all earnestness upon his life-work. He soon 
discovered that the Hindus were strongly prepossessed by the idea of 
self-sacrifice as the chief characteristic of religion,and were cor- 
respondingly prejudiced against religious teachers who received stat- 
ed salaries for their services,and whose style of living,instead of 
evincing painful self-denial, was not much below the plane of other 
foreigners who resided in India for worldly and selfish ends. No soon- 
er did he discover this barricade which stood between him, as God's 
water-carrier,and the thirsty and dying millions about him,than,with 


his own hands,he tore it down by cutting himself off from his base 
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of supplies,the missionary treasury in America. He adopted the Pauline 
principle of self-support in order that "the Gospel might not be hin- 
dered". He cut down his expense to the bare necessaries of life in 
the Orient. He resolved that his only wife should be India,and his 
only offspring should be dusky Hindus begotten by the Spirit. Paul 
took the needle and made tents. Bowen took the pen and made books; 
first in the form of expository editorials in the Bombay Guardian, 
which have been subsequently gathered into book form for enlightening 
other lands and future ages. The motive whigh impelled him to this 
course is very clearly described in the "Verily" expounded on page 
69,in which he argues that the disciple of Christ should announce the 
Gospel to the world accompanied by all the proofs which naturally per- 
tain to it, especially by a holy and self-denying life. "Perhaps if 
we were more careful to give men such evidence as would be furnished 
by a more apostolic simplicity of life, self-denial, and unworldli- 
ness,by faith in God for all that we ourselves need,by a more perfect 
conformity to Christ,by more mutual love,byt the power of its spirit 
put forth on our own characters,God might bear testimony from heaven 
by such displays of his power as are best fitted to impress the minds 
of unconverted men". In this attempt to condescend to men of low estate, 
and to become all things to all men that he may save some, Mr. Bowen 
has jealously guarded Christianity from all association in the minds 
of the Hindus with the vile mendicant teachers of their own religion, 
He does not,like Major Tucker,the head of the Salvation Army in India, 
put on the dress of a fakir and go barefoot with a gourdshell from 
house to house begging food,in order to gain converts to Christ. 
Paganism, in the opinion of our author,is to be leveled up to Chris- 
tianity,and not Christianity leveled down to paganism. He does not 


pelieve in what the India Salvation Army boast of, "being saved from 
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shoes", 

Mr. Bowen is far removed from any self-complacency because of his 
self-denying life; and equally far is he from all feeling of censori- 
ousness towards other missionaries to whom it is not given to be celi- 
bates for the sake of the kingdom of God and to step out upon the plat- 
form of self-support. 

The first effect of his attempt to approach the Pagans in Bombay, 
as nearly as possible on their own level, was met by violent opposi- 
tion. Satan,who saw the vantage ground which the missionary was tak- 
ing for his Master's cause,raised tumults when he attempted open-air 
preaching,and gave him a chance to sympathize with Paul, "once was I 
stoned", But none of these things moved the apostle to India. Long 
since has persecution ceased. The power of a godly life, in manifest 
self-abnegation for the salvation of others,has conquered, The Hindus 
now call this self-sacrificing preacher "the white saint", 

His order of intellect fits him to instruct and stimulate be- 
lievers aspiring after a perfect conformity to Christ,rather than to 
sway the unsaved multitudes by melting entreaties or by irresistible 
appeals to their religious fears. For this reason he regards his mis- 
sionary life as "Singularly sterile". In writing thus depreciatingly 
in regard to his public labors, Mr. Bowen forgets that St. Paul, in 
Uph. iv. 12, sums up the work of the minister of Christ without men- 
tioning the conversion of sinners,so intent was he on "the perfecting 
of the saints". 

In the autumn of 1871, a tall man, with a patriarchal flowing 
beard,appeared in the streets of Bombay,preaching the Gospel on a 


self-supporting basis He was endowed with the evangelistic gift, 
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and was attended by the power of the Spirit in an extraordinary de- 
gree, This man was William Taylor,now Bishop of Africa. Mr. Bowen 
saw that he was a man after his own heart,a true yoke-fellow,with 
whom he desired to be yoked for drawing the Gospel plow through the 
fallow fields of India. William Taylor's work, at first non-denomina- 
tional, was at length organized into a Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church,and George Bowen became a member and a presiding 
elder, William Taylor once said to me, "I found that grand man and 
Pauline minister of Christ still wrestling with the inherited doc- 
trine of unconditional election of some to eternal life while others 
were either reprobated to eternal death,or passed by and left without 
that special call of the Spirit necessary to regeneration, I had sev- 
eral talks with him,and succeeded in taking every kink of Calvinism 
out of him", This accounts for its absence from his later writings. 
There are, in the life and spirit of George Bowen, striking points 
of similarity to Archbishop Leighton. Both were sanctified from 
their earliest years; both while as yet boys heard and obeyed the Di- 
vine call to the ministry of the Gospel;both evinced the same spirit 
of self-denial to enable them to draw others to Christ;both remained 
unmarried for the sake of the kingdom of heaven; both resigned their 
salaries when convinced that they were obstructions of their own 
grwoth in holiness,and of their highest usefulness as soul-Savers; 
for the same reason both changed their church relations midway in 
their ministry; both went from a presbyterian to an Episcopal form 
of church government; both were noted for their unselfish liberality 
in bestowing upon others the gifts of money which providentially came 
into their hands;both lived in the Holy Scriptures,and left behind 


them for the edification of the future church most precious meditations 
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on portions of the Word of God. To both of them do the exquisite lines 
of Cowper apply:- 

"When one, that holds communion with the skies, 

Has filled his urn where these pure waters rise, 

And once more mingles with us meaner things, 

‘Tis e'en as if an angel shook his wings: 

Immortal fragrance fills the circuit wide 

That tells us whence his treasures are Supplied". 

We know of no books which are better models of expository preach- 
ing than these books of Mr. Bowen. This style of preaching is becom- 
ing more and more necessary to the spiritual life of the church,as the 
modern press is deluging our centre-tables with its floods of tempting 
secular literature illustrated by the brilliancy of the engraver's 
art and sparkling with the wit and wisdom of the most charming writers 
The Word of God, crowded out of our homes,should find more ample space 
in our pulpits,if we would have the church of the future filled with 
vigorous,Stalwart, vertebrate members. Such must be developed by di- 
gesting the strong meat of the Holy Scriptures. One objection to ex- 
pository preaching is the erroneous notion entertained by many preach- 
ers,that this style of address is necessarily dry and unattractive 
to the people. This would be the case if it consisted of a formal 
and grammatical exegesis after the fasion of our modern commentators. 
This is not the style advocated by us,and exemplified by Mr. Bowen. 
He, by his example,teaches us how to use woat Sir William Hamilton 
aptly styles tne "Representative Faculty", or Imagination, the power 
the mind has of realizing the distant scene and vividly picturing the 
attendant circumstances and divining the motives of its actors. The 
d@ramatic sensibility of human nature is not to be surrendered to Satan 
as his own by prescriptive usurpation. It is a creation of God and 


should be consecrated to his holy service. The preacher should dra- 


matize the Bible,not with costumes and curtains and the vulgar ma- 
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_chinery of the stage addressing the eye, but in graphic word pictures 

addressing the mind. In this art of seizing the golden thread of 
unity which runs through an entire book of the Scriptures and of un- 
rolling its successive scenes in one panorama, the Scotch and the 
English pulpit excel, aS will be seen by an examination of the his- 
torical sermons of that foreign importation into New York, Dr. William 
M. Taylor, one of the best modern representatives of this style of 
preaching. 

We cannot close this Introduction without a suggestion to 
editors and writers for our weekly periodicals. This class of lit- 
erary toilers complain that their labors are forgotten with the paper 
which is old the day after its date,and fit for the attic or for fire- 
kindlings. But here is a writer for the weekly press whose work, in- 
stead of sinking in the gulf of oblivion, is rising steadily in the 
esteem of the best judges. The secret is, he has hung all his periodi- 
cal contributions on the staple of God's Word. It was good old Ben- 
gel who said that if a man desired immortality on earth, the surest 
way of attaining it would be to connect his name with the Word of 
God, which abideth rorever | 

We nope that otner fruit is ripening on this oriental tree, 
that this palm of India will bear its most luscious fruit in old ago. 
May the writer live to pluck,and eat, and commend to others the fu- 


ture product as he is now permitted to commend the past fruitage. 


Reading, January, 1886, 
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485 PELHAM ROAD NEW ROCHELLE 


Dr.Robert E.Spear, bad 2 Speer K 
“loo Fifth Avenue, / yn4 
New York City. JAN18 1936 { A 


vee eeiendrand brother :- 
In responge to your letter of Dec.dU/so0,1 am sand 
ug you a few notes that i have jotted down about 
memories of the Kev.George Bowen, of Bombay, India. 
Forgive my amateurish type writing. 
Kindly remember me to your wife ,nd the oyher mem 
bers of your family whom it has been my pleasure to 
meet.1 can never forget my delig ht€ul associations 
With the Spears in our voyage to and from South Amer 
ica in ly2o. 


i am very sincerely, 


i 

: Beoun ee, ITH oo 
: xy 

[it was my good fortune to meet the RKev.G,orge Bowen late in December lo¥U,in 


Bombay, india.Langing that day from America 1 improved the opportunity to get ac 
quainted with one with whose famg 1 was familiar.As he welcomed me to his humble 
home in a remote part of Bombay he had the appearance of some long departed saint. 
Hu, s,Galvin,Knox with thin face croyned by skull ealysemeetaucs frame,a r,incarnatiol 
seemed to be greeting me with gentle voice in kindly welcome.ne hud the appearance 
of a recluse devoted to study ang good works.i was fascinated by the man.He was 
living in extreme poverty,in two «mall rooms devoad of any luxuries.iet if content 
ment implied riches,George Bowen ‘as a multimillionaire.No wonder he was named 

the “White Yogi".He was like one of the hermits of the early centuries without one 
of their vices.He was fastidious in dress,q perfect gentleman of culture in nis 
devotion to high thinking,clean living and delight in human friendships.!rom the 
Gov,rnm nt house on Malabar hill to the home of the humblest cottager he was prized 
as a fri,nd.English,Am,ricang,Eurasians, Hindus, Parsis,uoslems,all classes and condi 
tions looked upon him as a saint.tat he seemed utterly unconscious of sainthood. 
His latch string Was always out to callers,no matter whom.lh, scholar,the writer, 
the recluse never show,d Signs of annoyance when a visitor knocked at his dooy. 

It may be that only a box was available for a seat syet with unaffected couptesy it 
as proffered,even to the hi,h aoclesiastic,a Bishop delegated by Her Majesty 
Qugen Victoria,when by her special orders he called to convey her respects.1 a 
young missionary was received with the same courtesy as was the Queens Chaplain. 

We both were served with a cup of tea brewed by ur.Bowenlhe gr,at Churchman related 
with delight how Mr.Bowen took a loaf ot brad from behind some books on a Library 
shelf, .liced and buttered the bread, then when tea was 2regdy invited ois disting 


uisheq guest to lunch with him.there was no display of aff ,ctation, but the utmost 


simplicity 0m vhe part of George Bowen in the hospitality extended.ihe chaplain 


- 6 


ye ‘ 


_4 ier Majesty the Queen Empress of Great Britain and India Was enetertained as 
ould be an humble Eurasian or a poor missionary.lir.Bowens conversation was always 
adapted to the mental equipment of his guest.lhe great churchman spoke witn delign: 
of the feagt of reason and flow of soul that mage hi, nour with the saint ang 
scholar, enor able.) 
weorge Bowen was born in New H,mhire,if my memory serves me corredtly.nighly edu 
catedya man of letters,i do not revail from what American college ne received a 
degree.Until wellinto his twenties,he told me that he was an avowed agnostic,r, 
fusing to accept the bible as the inspired word of vod,in tact he was nata believ 
er that there was a G@dguch as Christ@ans said they trusted and had reveiled 
Himself in Jesus Christ ond had inspired prophets, poets and apogtles to write,what 
Jewas; and Christians © deciure to be the word of cod named the bible. 
The change in his life came when a young woman,to ,,hom he was devoted, aetsh 
refused to believe that one so peautaful)ao gifted, ,o charming ,could dissolve 
into nothingness when she ceased to breathe and a clergywans words, “Dust to dust” 
were spoken ang her body committed to the earth.it was unthinkable that such a 
radiant spirit,an. inteldigeht personality possessing virtues angelic, could 
have gome from dugt and return to dugt.lt was then that he bagan to grope unis way 
to God,to find an explanation,or even a clue to tne mystery of such a life,so 
soon to puss beyond hig ken.the God he sought groping,in the darkness,revealed 
Himgelf toueorge Bowen as to Moses,and Augustine of Sapp. 
Some time in Ls4/rn or 4% Mr.Bowen was receieved as a mamver of the Spring street 
: Presbyterin roreign 
Presbyterian church,New York city and later ordained and sent by the,mission,ry 
Board éto Bombay, india,where he arrived in is40.very ,oon ne decided to give up 
hi, salary, live among the natives and depend for support upon nis earnings by tne 


pen.When 4 met him he was editor and proprietor of the BombayGuardian,a religgous 


weekly.several books of devotional reading were issued by Mp Boy une of vhese 
e wen. 


a into the habds of Geen Victoria ang greatly pleasod ner lgjesty.Wuen tne 
urown Prince, later King Emperor Edward Vil visited india,ner majesty commanded 

ner Uhaplain,a distinguished ecciesiaitic, to convey Mer gr.tivude vo wre Bowen for 
the spiritual nelp she had received irom hi, writings. 

Wnen William Paylor,later khown as bishop Tayior ot africa,went from auStraira 

to India for an evangelistic campaign at the invitation of Dr.James m.noburn and 
others,Mr.Bowen was so greatly impressed by figs preaching and nis plans for ,stab 
lighing a self supporting mission to the people of india, that ne joined the new 
movement ang accepted | ork unde, the great Evangelist.When i met nem he as act 
ing as Presiding Elder,having charge of the Bombay District of the South india 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Chureh.# : 
Jit was my good fortune to be appominted in charge of the ‘Methodmst churches in 
eueey and thus for a period of four yoera, became the pastor of Mr.Bowen. He was 
in my home when he passed away.0n a day in February, 1#é8,we laid his wasted body 
under the grags and flowerg-February is the month of roses in IndiaeA group of his 
friends sang the old hymn, of hope u. we lowered the fraii tenemnet/ of clay into 
the gpave.in addition to his remarkable mental and ,piritual gifts,seorge Bowen 
was @ musician of unusual talent His Vigits tp our parsonage,where he dined |witn 


us once a week,will ever be remembered as musicul treats.Sitting alone at the or 
gan hi, imporvigéions reminged u, of the Lo,t Chord ,, hi, fingers wandebed over 


bs 


the keys evoking music strange and beautiful. 
it flag been my privilege to meet many distinguished men,but never one to compar e 
with George Bowen the White Yogi of Bombay, india.Gentle, humbie, beloved by alls 


_s he was a ten talent servant of his Master. Christ. He lived, served, pagsed to 


hig reward an Imago.) ohne 


December 28, 19366 


Hiss G+ Mabel Elliot, Secretary 

London Comittee, Cuardian Mission Trust, 
Frienés House, Euston Road, 

london, H.W. 1, Englandf 


Dear Miss E1lliétr- 


For many years I have boen gathering material for a biography 
of George Rowen of Bombay, who was for several decades the Editor of The Guardian 
when it was published in Bombay. I have a complete file of The Guardian from 
Yerch 3, 1966 until after Sowen's doath in 1888.6 I have been unable, however, 
to secure any files of the paper from 1554 to 1865. I am writing to inquire 
whether you have these files an the office of the Guardian Mission fruste If so, 
would it he possible to borrow them for a few months, or if you have a duplicate 
set of those files, could I purchase it? If you do not have the files for 
these years do you know whether they are in existence elsewhere? 


Rowen states in a note in one of the issues of The Guardian that 
the ants are being busy with his ow journals and with the Guardian files and 
it may be that no issues for The Cuardian for some of the years between 1854 and 
1866 are in oxistence. 


Can you tell me also the history of the Guardien Ifission Trust? 
flow long has it owned The Guardign? Who was owner of The Guardian botween 1°54 and 
1965, and who owed it during the years of Zowon'ts editorship? I should be very 
grateful for enything you can tell me regarding the history of the paper and the 
owmers of it and the origin end history of the Trust. 


The late Bishop Robinson of the Methodist Church in India had 
intended bo write the life of Bowem but never did so,but passed over to me the 
materials he had collected. I have the biography almost done and am working now 
on the files of the paper during Bowen's editorship. 


I shall be very crateful for any information whatever that you 
can supply with regard either to the paper or to Bowene 


I shall be especially glad for any information in regard to the 
history of the Bombay Cuardian prior to 1°66 and subsequent to Bowen's death in 


Very sincerely yours, 


THE GUARDIAN 
A Christian Weekly of Public Affairs 


Eptror: A. N. SUDARISANAM 


WOOD'S ROAD, 
MOUNT ROAD P.O. 
ManecHEe’ a: ES’*Specr co) CA 
Madras .. 
DEC 28 1936 
‘Ans: ae 
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The 
Cbristmas Wight 


“War means this glory round our feet,"" 
The Magi mused, ‘more bright than morn ?”” 
And voices chanted, clear and sweet, 
“ To-day the Prince of Peace is born !"" 


“ What means this star,” the shepherds said, 
“ That brightens through the rocky glen?” 
And angels, answering, overhead, 


Sang, ‘‘ Peace on earth, good will to men!’ 


’Tis eighteen hundred years and more 
Since those sweet oracles were dumb; 

We wait for Him, like them of yore; 
Alas! he seems so slow to come! 


But it was said, in words of gold, 
No time or sorrow e/er shall dim, 

That little children might be bold 
In perfect trust to come to him. 


All round our feet shall ever shine 

A light like that the wise men saw, 
If we our loving wills incline 

‘Po that sweet life which is the law. 


So shall we learn to understand 
The simple faith of shepherds then, 
And kindly clasping hand in hand, 
Sing, ‘Peace on earth, good will to men!” 
—James Russell Lowell. 


SS 


Sam’s Example. 


WANT you to drive this 
load of potatoes to the 
station, Sam,’’ said his 
father. 

“This afternoon ?” asked 
the boy. 

“Yes. It’s mild. If it 
should freeze up to-night, 
as looks likely, it would 
not be good weather to 
ship potatces.”’ 

Sam frowned impatiently. 

“JT want to ge with the boys for a good 
skate. The pondisn’t broken up yet, but it 
may he any diy. Perhaps this will be the 
last skating of the season.” 

You can easily be back in time for the 
and nofhave to drive the horses too fast, 
~ Now, then—for a quick start.’” 
Sam helped his best at getting up the load, 
inwardly resolving that he would return in 
time for his eyening’s frolic even though it 
might be a little at the expense of the horses. 

The roads, however, were heavier than he 
expected to find them. Some recent rains 
and mild days had brought a suspicion of 
spring in most respects most delightful. 
But the steadily-j 
have their own opinion of just how much 
ground they ought reasonably to be expected 
to cover, and all Sam’s urging beyond that 
was of little avail. Making at length a turn 
toward a stream he was to cross, his atten- 
tion was at once drawn to the ice floating 
upon it. 

“J didn’t know the ice was broken up. 
My ! there’s lots of it.’’ 

The grinding and crushing of the huge 
eakes became louder and lowder as he drew 
nearer. The swift current bore them rapidly 
down and hurled them against the piers of 
the bridge he toc 

Coming near the bridge he saw a placard 
nailed to one side. It read: 

‘““No crossing here. Bridge unsafe.’? 

“Well—I like that!” said Sam. ‘No 

It’s three miles down to the other 

If I drive down there, I shan’t get 

With a face of dis- 


ogging horses seemed to 


DSS. 


bridge. 
home before bedtime.”’ 
gust he critically scanned the bridge. “T 


don’t believe there’s any danger. I believe 
{ could cross. Somebody’s crossed, by the 


looks, since they put up that notice. Six 
miles round! I do believe I’ll try it.” 
Urging his horses to the bridge, he stopped 


and took a closer survey of the situation. 
With every assault of the ice cakes the 
structure quivered as if in pain and fear. 
The grinding and groaning filled his ears. 
He did not at all like the look of things. 

“You know I always depend on you to 
use wise judgment in matters which I cannot 
foresee,” his father had said to him. Very 
well Sam knew that faithful attention to 
duty forbade his taking any such risk. 
And yet—that six miles round and his even- 
ing’s amusement. 

“TL go on,’’ he said to himself. 

Amid the roar and the grind he heard a 
yoice shouting, ‘Stop! don’t driye over 
that bridge.”’ 


FORWARD 


A man who lived near was calling to him, 
making energetic gesticulations. 

“‘T guess Vl try it,’? Sam called back to 
him. In spite of the increasing violent re- 
monstrance, he dreve on. 

His heart almost stood still as he ad- 
vanced. The bridge creaked and swayed 
under the additional strain of the load, and 
the ice rose as if determined to crowd him 
into the water which boiled and whirled 
below. Before taking two wagon lengths 
he had repented his daring. But once on, 
there was no turning back. The horses be- 
came frightened and a little restless, but he 
must urge them on. The bridge took only 
about two minutes to cross, but to Sam it 
seemed hours, as with set lips and reins 
tightly held, he gazed at the shaking planks 
beneath him. 

With a final cut at his horses, he hurried 
them over the last few feet and was on 
blessed firm ground. Fora moment he felt 
half sick at the thought of the peril through 
which he had passed, then glanced back at 
the giver of the friendly warning, who had 
followed him to the edge of the bridge in 
dismay at his daring. 

“Hello! I’m over all right, you see!’’ 
he cried, waving his hand. “I’m no coward,” 
he added to himself. ‘What a simpleton I 
should have been if I’d gone clear round.” 
He drove on, rejoicing in the foolhardiness 
which he misnamed courage. 

“And Vll try it again,’ he declared to 
himself. ‘If I’ve done it once with a load 
and no harm came,-I surely can do it with 
an empty wagon.’’ 

Two hours later he again drew near the 
bridge. But this time the country road was 
not quiet and solitary except for the one 
warning neighbor. Teams were drawn up 
near the creek, and men were lingering about 
with faces of grave concern. 

Coming nearer, Sam perceived that the 
poor old bridge had at last succumbed to the 
eruel attacks on it. One pier had been car- 
ried away, leaving a great gap fringed by 
splintered timbers and planking. 

“Ah! it’s gone at la has it?” said 
AM. 

“Yes, and that isn’t the worst of it. A 
boy and his team went down with it.” 

“What!’? exclaimed Sam. The man 
pointed a little way down the stream, at one 
side of which Sam saw a small crowd of men. 

“ They’re trying to get that horse out,” said 
his informant. ‘ The other got swept down 
stream, poor beast, but this one happened to 
make toward shore—or perhaps the ice hap- 
pened to push him that way.’’ 

“And where is the boy?’’ Sam asked, 
breathlessly. 

‘“‘ They’ ve carried him into the house. He 
made a brave fight for it—jumping from one 
cake of ice tothe other. But he slipped and 
got an ugly whack on his head and would 
have gone down if neighbor Forbes hadn’t 
been watching and managed to get out and 
help him. His wagon must be miles down 
by this time.’’ 

Porgetting his hurry to go home, Sam went 
to the house where the injured boy lay, still 
insensible from the blow on his head. His 
heart was filled with dismay at the misfor- 
tune which had overtaken the one who had 
practiced the same folly with himself ; and 
it sank lower as he perceived that it was a 
cousin of his own, a fair-haired boy whose 
mother was a widow. Sam found an oppor- 
tunity of sending news of his whereabouts 
to his father and then remained beside his 
cousin through his long hours of uncon- 
sciousness, during which the doctor admit- 
ted that there might be serious doubts as to 
the result of his injuries. 

“ How came you todo such a foolish thing 
as to try to cross that bridge ?’’ seme one 
asked as at length he opened his eyes. 

“Why—somebody told me Sam had 
erossed,’’ he said, gazing feebly at his cousin. 

And during the long season of illness and 
anxiety which followed, Sam had full time 
for meditation on his responsibility for the 
results of his actions on others as well as on 
himself. 


—The Advance. 


In the Vineyard. 


NE of the speakers at a Christian En- 
O deavor convention, was telling of a 
certain deacon whom he found in a 

small country church away wp among the 
hills of Vermont. He was « man of in- 
herited and acquired wealth, with all sur- 
roundings contributing to an easy and luxu- 
rious life. Yet he was one of the most 


zealous and self-denying members of the 
little church, known throughout the whole 
community for his good works. 

“J ventured te ask him 
that he was pursuing a 


Said the speaker 
one day why it was 


course so unusual to rich men, how it came 
to pass that he gave himself so unreservedly 
to Christian work. His reply was, ‘When 
I became a Christian; and began to read my 
Bible, with appreciation of its meaning, I 
read that I was called into the vineyard of 
the Lord ; and I made up my mind at once 
that I wasn’t called there to eat grapes, but 
to hoe; and I’ve been trying to hoe ever 
since.” 


—The Christian Endeavor World. 


——_ 


The Best Gift. 


Way do you look so downeast ? 
What do I hear you say ? 
“ Nothing to give to people 
On Christmas or New Year's day” 
You want to be making presents; 
Well, now, just think awhile, 
Suppose you look in the glass, dear, 
And present yourself with a smile. 


Then make up a bundle of troubles 
And give them away to the Past, 
He owns such a eroony junk shop 
Where worn-out worries ave cast. 
Just bundle them on to the Old Year 
And let him lug them away. 
And next give a heart of hope, dear, 
To the New Year blithe and gay. 


And then give praise to the best things 
In the people you meet this year; 
You may be surprised at the goodness 
Yow'll find if you look, my dear, 
And when you are hurt by the folly 


Or faults of the fol u know, 
Just toss them a bit of your patience 
And a word of pity or so. 


—Ella Wheeler Wilcox. 


George Bowen, 
Yogi. 


JMNER STONE, M. D. 


the “‘ White 


REY. J. 
a = 

A WO young men just landed 
from America on ‘India’s 
coral strand” started out 
to see the curiosities and 
celebrities of a great city 
on the shore of the Indian 
Ocean. There were monu- 
ments, temples, and palaces 
by the score; there were 
princes and princelings, 
governors and generals and 
But this mormming we were hung 
a prince, but not among palaces. So we 
picked our way through the crowded native 
district till we came to a broad street called 
Grant Road, and stopped in front of a low, 
one-storied building divided into narrow 
apartments, two rooms deep. This was the 
office of The Bombay Guardian and the home 
of its editor and proprietor—one of the celeb- 
rities of India. Americans and English called 
him George Bowen ; natives called him the 
“White Yogi,’’ or white saint. To our timid 
knock the door opened and—I started. It was 
December, 1880, yet we seemed to be in the 
presence of a Huguenot, Geneva Calvinist, 
or Scotch Covenanter of the sixteenth cen- 
tury. The figure that greeted us might have 
been John Calvin or John Knox. Spare 
bedy, thin face, gray beard, narrow, hig! 
forehead, surmounted by rimless skull cap, 
thus the ‘‘ White Yogi’’ stood framed in the 
door, bidding the strangers to enter. 

How shall I picture to you that room? It 
was small, its furniture was of the plainest 
type and limited. The editorial table was a 
chaos of copy, and 
periodicals. Among the books, placed with- 
out order in the bookcases, I noticed a loaf 
of bread next to a dictionary, and a few 
bananas s! ome works on 
theology and so T realized that I was 
in the presence of a remarkable man, in the 
sanctum of one of the leading writers of the 
Indian empire, one of the most distinguished 
representatives of Christianity in the eastern 
world. At once there flashed into my mind 
the words of Jesus concerning John the Bap- 
tist: ‘“What went ye out into the wilder- 
ness to see? A man clothed in soft raiment? 
behold, they that wear soft clothing are in 
kings’ houses. But what went ye out for 
to see? A prophet? yea, I say unto you, 
and more than a prophet.’’ 

George Bowen was a scholarly man ; he 
was by birth and training a gentleman, He 

yas widely read, widely traveled, a thor- 
oughly trained man. When he wrote golden 
words flowed from his pen ; gems of thought 
fell from his lips when he spoke. He had the 
brain of a philosopher, the soul of a poet, 
and the genius of a musi I wish I could 
convey to you the impression produced by 
the strangely-gifted man when he sat down 
at the organ to let his fingers ‘‘ wander idly 
over the noisy keys.’’ He lived in poverty, 
yet he was rich—he had all that the mil- 


nabobs. 


books, manuscripts, 
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lionaire possesses—suflicient. Tle lived 
among the poorest of the people, was a com- 
rade of the coolie, yet_he was sought by the 
cultured and the noble] 

When the Prince of Wales visited India, 
instructed by her majesty the queen-empress, 
he sent his chaplain, one of the distinguished 
sof the English Church, to pay royal 
s to George Bowen. The herald of 
the English queen-empress y received in 
the same room and with the same unaffected 
cordiality that was extended to us. 

{Once a distinguished gentleman said to 
Bowen: ‘‘I will come and have 
breakfast with you.’” 

““Come and welcome,’’ replied the White 
Yogi. 

When the noble guest arrived he was re- 
ceived into the little editorial sanctum and 
seated the confusion of books and 
papers before described. ‘There were no 
signs of breakfast. At last, when his appe- 
tite was beginning to call rather loudly for 
substantials, Mv. Bowen remarked: “We 
would better break our fast.’? He then set 
out a soap box, placed on if a loaf of bread, 
a bunch of bananas, a pitcher of water, two 
knives, and’ two glasses, and invited his 
guest to draw upandshare his meal. . There 
were no apologies. This was his daily fare. 
He counted it no discourtesy to share his 
ordinary meal with any man who might be 
his guest, be he bishop or beggar 

George Bowen might have liy 
by better we mean more luxuriously. 


George 


amid 


d better, if 
Forty 
before he had chosen this style of 
living, that he might get nearer the natives 
to whom he came representative of that 
One who ‘“‘ though he was rieh, yet for our 
sakes became poor.” In 1 
of the American Board of Foreign Missions, 
he gave up his salary, left the mission house, 
and went into the native quarter to live 
among the people. On one occasion a friend 
left him a bequest of ten thousand rupees. 
He at once gave the money to a congregation 
on the other side of India.-- 

Several times, while he was absent from 
home, friends visited his and 
straightened things up, replacing his native 
cot with a civilized bed with luxuries, in the 
way of sheets, quilts, pillows, curtains, that 
enter into the make-up of an ideal bed. They 
spread a carpet or beautiful rug on his floor, 
and added a comfortable ‘rocking-chair to his 
study furnilure. “He Wen pneu 
with the new ‘‘fixin’s ;’? but remembering 
some poor widow or unfortunate family, the 
comforts would find their way on errands of 
mercy, and George Bowen’s den would swing 
back to its old condition. 

\rhe White Yogi differed from other saints 
of church and heathen history in many re- 
spects. He was not sour or sanctimonious. 
He was not austere or critical. He never 
complained of other people’s style of living. 
He went, like Jesus, gladly to the feasts and 
festivals of rich and poor alike. In palace 
and hut George Bowen was always a wel- 
come guest, ready by any 
power to contribute to the joys of young 
and old. 

He was not a monk 
He was a brother among men of all degrees. 
He was an indefatigable worker, a student, 
a writer, a preacher, a missionary, a minister 
of Christ. 

Nothing went on in the world—social, re- 
ligious, or political—that eseaped his notice. 
For nearly thirty years his journal spoke 
forth truths, commendation 
denunciations, that men of all creeds and 
ranks in India gave heed to. His editorial 
sanctum could be an Olivet or a Sinai. 

This remarkable man finished his fortieth 
year of work in India without a furlough or 
tion. One evening, shortly after this 
fortieth anniversary, he was induced by two 
Christian ladies, 
come to their home for a day or two, on the 
ground that he was not well and needed a 
little home nursing, It seemed strange for 
him, but he yielded and allowed himself to 
be cared for by them, as if they were his 
daughters. Several times during the night 
these ministering spirits looked into his 
room. About six in the morning he opened 
his eyes and saw 
smilingly greeted her with a cheery ‘Good 
morning !’’ At seven, when she came again, 
he was gone. The worn shell was_lying on 
the cot like an abandoned chrysal 


a missionary 


quarter 


would 
” 


means in his 


in dress or manner. 


admonitions, 


vac 


medical missionaries, to 


one of the sisters, and 


“Far, far away, like bells at evening pealing, 
The voice of Jesus sounds o'er Jand and sea ; 
* * * * * 


Rest comes at length: though life be long and 
dreary, 
ith’s journeys end in welcomes to the weary, 
The day must dawn, and darksome night be 
past ; 
And heaven, the heart's true home, will come at 
last."" 


—The Classmate, 


VoL. xvur No. 51 


PORWARD 


Topic for December 31. 


The heavenly record. Luke 10: 20; Rev. 3: 1-5, 


—— 


Topic Thoughts. 


THE sure record kept in eternity is the 
good man’s hope and the bad man’s fear, 
The good man is not afraid, for the fuller 
revelation of his life only means greater 
honor to himself. No better service can be 
done him than to show truly what he is. 
Having nothing to hide, the light is his 
friend. Not so with the eyil He 
dreads the heavenly record, and hates it. 
He thinks it unkind of God to write down 
a man’s life. Por he knows that a record of 
his own deeds condemns him. Bec:use his 
life is wrong, the light is his enemy. 

: * 


man. 


Gop has no human assistants in keeping 
the divine chronicle. He does not need the 
information or advice of a man’s neighbor 
in recording his life. None of the judg- 
ments of the world influence him. A man 
may go through life landed and honor: id 
envied, and yet be written a failure in God’s 
book. The opinions of men do not affect 
God’s opinion. He alone is the Author of 
the great book of re 


ords. 


THERE are no mistakes in God?s ledger. 

Ir our names are in God’s book it matters 
not if they are not in fame’s book. 

* * * 

There are few things more distasteful to a 
sensible person than an affected man or wo- 
man. Such a one seems to walk in alaneof 
mirrors. He is always considering the effect 
his words and actions will produce upon 
others. He pretends to be what he is not, 
and whether the pretense be by d voice 
or manner, it is an intended deception. 
Sometimes, although very rarely, such a 
counterfeit is accepted at his assumed value. 
But he never deceives God. ‘The heavenly 
the true value of every one 
We may pass a bogus life off on the 


er on the omniscient One. 
* - * 


repord con 
of us. 
world, but ne 


THE words that will shine brightest on 
heaven’s record are not of the deeds-that 
shone brightest on earth. 

* eo x 

“Gop knows.’ In this truth is greatest 
comfort for all who are troubled. His 
knowledge is perfect. Men do not know 
and cannot understand. Their judfinents 
are mostly misjudgments. Because their 
knowledge is limited, their opinions are 
always imperfect. If they only knew, men 
would often praise where they censure, and 
condemn where they applaud. Because 
man’s approval or disapproval is worth so 
little, the troubled soul turns to God, s 
ing comfort from the consciousness of an 
Bye that sees everything, of a record that is 
just and of a heart that is all love. God 
knows, and some day he will straighten out 
life’s ta and 
truly. Therefore we can afford to wait for 
the opening of the great book which never 
blunders. 


rewards 


gles apportion its 


* 


% z 


THE sins we hide from the world are all 
recorded in God's open hook, for all eyes to 


see, one day. 
* * 


We often speak of a man’s “making 
record”? in this or that business or sport. 
We concern ourselves too little, though, 
about making a record in the enduring book. 
Yet this is the only record worth while. 


heavenly record is the true record of 
al life. 


our 


e “ 
* * 

We should be ashamed of our own names 
in heayen, so Jesus gives us his name. 

A GREAT truth about life records is that 
they are indelible. Every one’s past stands 
as he has written it. 
alter the record of the y 
Tt is now in God's hands, forever, to become 
a part of his book of lives. Every one has 
felt remorse at an act ora period that has 
i 1 beyond re This 
very fact should quicken us toa keener sense 
of the necessity for keeping clean the record 
of the future. We have no control 
yesterday, but we have over to-morrow. The 


We cannot erase or 


w that is closing. 


ll or correction. 


over 


pages of the old year are not as sightly as 
we would wish ; therefore let us make fairer 


the pages of the new. 
* * * 


THOUGHTS cecupy more space than deeds 
in the all-wise record. 
* * * 
THE year that is most like one of heayen’s 
beautiful years is the year most filled with 
unselfishne. 


* * * 

Hore are a few Bible references on the 
topic: Job 31:4; 34:11 7 es LOR OST 1 
Proy 9:215 41:18; 24:19; 25 ; 
Beel. 12 Jer. 17: 10; Matt. 7 1, 22 
10: 42; 36, 16: 27; Mark 9:41; 


Luke 6: 2 12: 47, 48; 
48; Rom. 2:6, 7, 13; I Cor. 3:8, 13-15 ; 
4:4, 5; II Cor. 5: 5 6 5 
*8; Col. 2:14; 2353 
; 4:13, 14, 16, 19; Rev. 3:12; 
2): 12) 


DAILY Rwapines. 
GO" BOOK... escesseeene 
A book of remembrance. 
A book of enrollment. 
A book of life..... 
Judged from God’s reeord 
Sar., Blotted out because of sin. 
Topic—The heavenly record, 
Luke 10: 20; Rey. 3: i-5 
eee 


A Hint for the Leader. 


HIS is a New Year's meeting, and, if 
possible, it should be held just before 
midnight, using the hour preceding for 

a Christian Endeavor social. Retrospect and 
resolution should be the two central 
thoughts. By all means let this be an ex- 
perience and consecration meeting. Turn 
the thoughts of the members to next year’s 
heavenly record rather than to last year’s. 


ee _ 


A Prayer on the Topic. 


EFORE thine all-seeing eye we bow in 
humility and gratitude, O Rather in 
heaven. We are filled with shame 

at the consciousness of the evil which thou 
dost behold in us. Our unworthiness crushes 
us to the dus Nevertheless, we are glad 
that thou seest not only the imperfect deed 
and the marred life, but that thou seest as 
well the pure impulses and the true a pira- 
tions after holiness. Thine eye is the eye of 
a merciful Father, so we entreat of thee to 
forgive the bad and quicken the good. Blot 
out from the book of thy remembrante, for 
sin that is marked over 
against us. Of ourself we deserve only con- 
demnation, hut because of the atonement of 
our Redeemer, whose love we accept, write 
us forgiven, that our transgressions may be 
remembered no more. Help us more and 
more, we pray thee, to live in thy fear; to 
uize that thou, God, seest us, and that the 
fayor or displeasure of man as naught 
beside thy judgment. Thus may we achieve 
alife worthy of eternity and thee. In Jesus? 
name, Amen. 


Jesus’ sake, the 


Se 
“A Penny For Your Thoughts.” 


H, Tom! why did you get so red the 
rN other day, when I woke you up out 
of your brown study with that quick 
question, “A penny for your thoughts? 
And why did you stammer that silly reply 
and then laugh so uneasily ? Your eye, too, 
looked everywhere but into mine, and you 
seemed mad at me for putting you in such 
sing position, and mad at your- 


an embar. 
self for being embarrassed. 

Perhaps, Tom, my demand was a piece of 
impudence. Perhaps your thoughts were 
worth more than a penny. Perhaps your 
thoughts were not evil or even silly, and you 
were only confused ; though, for the life of 
me, I cannot see why you should be, if your 
thoughts were good thoughts, sweet, healthy 
thoughts, even though they may have been 
concerning that pretty Miss Daisy I see with 
you so often. 

But, come to think of it, Tom, I wonder 
if T could stand that test. I wonder if any 
of us could. Snppose some one should in- 
vent a kind of X-ray apparatus which could 


see right through our skulls and read the 
mysterious hieroglyphics written on our brain 
conyolutions. Suppose that by putting a 
penny in the slot of some machine like that 
we could get at the thoughts our friends are 
thinking at any minute. Would any of us 
have to go to house cleaning in the upper 
story ? 

nd yet there is an Eye that can read the 
n like a printed page. Are we safe in 
his presence till we are Just as willing that 
men should know our thoughts as see our 
faces? 


—The Christian Endeavor World. 
ee 


Pitcu thy behavior low, thy projects high, 
So shalt thou humble and magnanimous be. 
Sink not in spirit; who aimeth at the sky 
Shoots higher much than he that means a tree, 
—George Herbert. 


A Bymn Meeting. 


T every Christian Endeavor meeting, 
and at every other service of worship, 
we sing hymns, old and new. Yet 

strangely enough, few Christians are famil- 
iar with the stories of the great hymns, nor 
do all understand what constitutes a worthy 
hymn. 

Since music plays so prominent a part in 
the worship ef God, it is quite fitting and 
wise that at least once a year every Chris- 
tian Endeavor society should devote an en- 
tire service to the subject of hymns. A short 
paper on some famous hymns, giving facts 
about their authors, and the stories of how 
thé hymns came to be written, would be of 
great interest. Pollow it by the singing of 
one or more of the hymns mentioned. Bet- 
ter yet, sing during the evening only the 
hymns that are recognized as the best. The 
small book, called the Best Church Hymns, 
written by Dr. Louis F. Benson, and pub- 
lished by this Board, will furnish practically 
all the help needed for the meeting. 

Consider what constitutes a good hymn, 
and what makes a hymn defective and un- 
worthy. Deal faithfully with some of the 
jingles that have attained a reputation as 
popular’? Christian Endeavor hymns. The 
music committee could appropriately lead 
such a service. 

ge 


Getting Ready for Battle. 


HEN the American soldiers were in the 
great training camps, preparing for 
the invasion of Cuba, the routine 

of daily life suggested many teachings. 
Especially suggestive, as it was particularly 
interesting, was the daily battle dvill. It 
was exhilarating to watch the boys cha 
pellmell into an imaginary foe, or fling 
themselves to the ground and begin firing at 
the word of command. 

There was one company of a fine Georgia 
regiment in which we were intere: ed. As 
they went through the woods, carrying on 
their make-believe warfare, the captain 
would keep repeating to the soldiers, after 

ery order to fire had been given, ‘Aim at 
something ! aim at something! Don’t shoot 
until you haye taken aim!” 

The words—and their spirit is the secret 
of America’s success in war—have recurred 
to us many times since, in connection with 
Christian Endeavor society wor We need 
to be more definite to win. ome one has 
remarked that our prayer meetings always 
have a subject, but seldom an object. We 
do no end of good shooting, but without 
taking aim. And victories are won by well- 
aimed bullets. 

In our weekly meetings we should aim at 
something definite. If a meeting is planned 
for an end and then conducted according to 
the plan, it is bound to have an effect that 
would be impossible otherwise. ‘The service 
that strives to attain a spe object, such 
as the emphasis of one particular thought, 
the securing of the society's interest in a 
certain subject, the making of an offering, 
the undertaking of special work, or the con- 
ve ociate members, is the service 
that has power. Cohesion and symmetry in 
a meeting are scarcely possible if the exer- 
cises are allowed to ramble on in haphazard 
fashion. The words of the Georgia captain 
are golden advice to prayer-meeting commit- 
tees and leader: Aim at something !”? 

In our Ch am Endeayer work, too, we 
need more definiteness. Every local society 
should haye a well-defined goal toward 
which it should strive. Special objects of 
endeavor, such as the supporting of a mis- 
sionary, the holding of cottage prayer meet- 
ings, the maintaining of a study club, ete., 
are of supreme va y. Unless 
we work for something in particular, we are 
likely not to work at all. When Endeayor- 


on of 


ue to a socie 


415 


ers are thus kept busy in their own true 
field, the home church, there is small danger 
of their being led astray by the special pleas 
of persons other than the church or denomi- 
national authorities. The old saying that idle 
hands get into mischief still holds. For the 
sake of the strength and integrity of eve 
local society it should have something defi- 
nite at which to aim. 


E. ae 


Reverence, 


How grew he great? ‘The poet in whose verse 
A god's full voice peals forth in trumpet tones. 
Amazed before his burving thoughts we stand, 
Wondering if in his veins there throbbed like blood 
Zo that which courses sluggish from our hearts, 
So soft his words with healing for our wounds, 
So fierce his ery to wake our faltering spirits, 
So human all the echoes of his rhythm— 
That in our hearts we hear an answering ery : 
“No god's full voic , but one whose human heart 
Has sounded all the depths of love and hate, 
One of like flesh, and blood, and hope to you; 
But he grew great by bending lowly knees 
7o gifted singers whose strong numbers ring 
Throngh the deep caverns of resounding time, 
Catching their cries, wrestling with them in prayer, 
Till they revealed their secrets to his spirit, 
And loosed his own Strong tongue, and bade him 
speak 
The word they had not power to voice in song." 
Thus grew he great through Reverence, the sure 
key 
That opes the minds of godlike men and gods. 
—T. G. Marquis. 
a 


Before Next Week's Meeting 
VERY- Christian Endeavor 
Forward should obtain a 
The Presbyterian Christian Endeavor 
Manual for 1900, with its special plans for 
the new year’s meetings. ‘To delay : uring 
the Manual will be to impair its full use- 
fulness ; some of it 
mediate action. 


page 


reader of 
copy of 


suggestions require im- 
The Manual contains eighty 
, and is of a convenient size for the 
pocket. There are at least twelye “Topic 
Thoughts,” and a special plan for eyery 
prayer meeting of the year. The author is 
Mr. William . Ellis, and the Manual is 
published by The Presbyterian Board of 
Publication. Price, ten cents, 


Sev inae nian 
Chougbts to Chink fpon 
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AN idler is a watch that wants both hands: 
As useless if it goes as when it stands. 
: —Cowper. 
Sms of commission are the usual punish. 
met for sins of omission. He that leaves 
a duty, may well fear that he will be left to 
commit a crime. 


—Gurnall. 
THE charity that “thinketh no evil”? 
trusts in God and trusts in men. The heart 
that knows itself to be false trusts neither in 
God nor in men, —Holland. 


“Tr you do not wish for God’s kingdom,” 
says Ruskin, ‘(don’t pray forit. But if you 
do, you must do more than pray for it ; you 
must work for it.” 


“Os 
success. 


TION is never typical of true 
Tt is always a good thing to remem- 
ber that the vast n: ujority of successful men 
are never heard of.”’ 

He that saveth his time from prayer shall 
But he that loseth his time for com- 
munion with God shall find it ina life of 
multiplied blessings. =Wilder. 


lose 


Every man should “hiteh his wagon 
to a star,’ but he should not indulge in star 
gazing to the extent of neglecting to keep 
his wagon in running order. 

—The Sunday School Times. 

REMEMBER, you are not a tree, that can 
live or stand alone. You are only a branch 
It is only while you abide in Christ, as the 
branch in the vine, that you will flourish, or 
even live. —MeCheyne. 
~ ‘Aprer all,” s James Russell Lowell, 
“the kind of world one 
one’s self is the important thing ; 
world outside ts 
value from that.”’ 


curries about in 
nnd the 
kes all its grace, color, and 


Ir any work is really God’s giving, and 
he puts it either into our hearts to devise, 
or into the power of our hands to do, no fear 
but he will also provide stuff sufficient, 


whether metal or mental. _ F. R. Havergal 


Gop is not a crutch coming in to help your 


lameness, unnecessary to you if you had all 
your strength. He is the breath in your 
lu The stronger you are the more thor- 


oughly you are yourself ; the more your need 


of it the more your need of him. 
—Phillips Brooks, 
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MANHATTAN CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
BROADWAY AND 761TH STREET 4 
arn 24 49g 


Mr ° Speer, 


April 23, 1909 


HENAY A. STIMSON, D.D., Pastor 
16@ W. 86TH STREET 


ARGHIBALD L. LOVE, D.D., Asa'T 
CHURCH OFFICE, 213 W. TSTH STREST 


My dear Mr. Speer: 

Your letter to my nephew, Mr. Henry 
L. Stimson, has been forwarded to me for reply 
as he knows nothing of George Bowen. I had 
no personal acquaintance with Bowen as you 
may remenber he never returned to America. 
But I knew his mother and sisters and brother 
as they were close connections of our family. 
I will see what papers the family may have and 
will gladly colleét them for you. 


I an 


Very cordially yours, 


I have no further information concerning Mr. Bowen though 
cherishing a most pleasing remembrance of him. 

You have my sincere thanks for Mr. Atterbury's sketch which I 
had never seen. It stirs my heart to reeall most of that 
Seminary group which he names:--Mills( a room mate of mine at 
one time) Richards, Coan, one of the Marsh twain, Abraham, Best, 
Wood, Dulles, Parsons, Dodd, Ford, Dwight and Taylor. Dulles and 


Parsons were among hy, dearest frievds, and both visited Northamoton. 
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Ss. E. BRIDGMAN. Cc H. LYMAN. 


Bridgman’s Book-Shop, 


108 MAIN ST, 


Northampton, Mass, 


THLEPHOND, 107-4. 


Mr, Robert a. Sper, VEIVED 


New York City. 


— 


Dear Mr. Spedr: - 

K. a, Burnell died in Pasadena last week whose life work #7 
more akin to George Bowen than any man I have ever met. I have 
known and loved him for over 60 years. He traveled in India, and 
well f this is aside! 

I copy a bit of Rev. S. C. Strong's letter of Wellesley. TI 
presume that his sister Mrs. Martha Harris of New London, Conn. has 
written you. 


Our Prof. Wood of Smith College was at Mr. Bowen's funeral, and 


ct 


says it was a remarkable tribute to the charecter of the man. Tha 
so many were present of all classes and conditions of men, Brahm‘n, 
heathen, sailors, citizens, a great crowd. 

\1 met a man (I think Rev. Mr. Beattie of India, who has written 
a ae of Bowen and edited "Bowen's Meditations", a friend of Rev. 
James Denney of Glasgow) in Northfield who personally knew the 
saint, at any rete had written of him in a London paper. I have 
not his address, but may be I coulda get it. He registered et 
Vorthfield Hotel last August. 

Gora tally and faithfully yours, 

(D) 
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MIDDLEBURY CEMETERY ASSOCIATION 
Bept. 11, 1936 
MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT Kelmowliedpedivu th 
thanks. 

S.C.B 


September 9,1936 


Robert H. Speer, Sec'y., 
The Board of Foreign Missions, 
156 Fifth Ave.,New York City. 


Dear Mr. Speer: 

Answering your letter ot September 3 addressed 
to Mr. 0. A. Comstock. The only Bowens of which we 
have a record in our cemetery is the Edward H. Bowen 
lot. The only markers on this lot are: 


Hdward Bowen, 
Drowned 

June 11,1845 
Age 15 yrs. 


Harriet 
Infant Daughter 
of 
Charles & Tsther Bowen 
Died March 4,1826 
Age 4 months, 


We have been unable to find any relatives of this 
family and no one hes paid for care ot the lot for 

Many years, If you should find that this is the 

same family and there is anyone who would be interested 
in having this lot taken care of, we will appreciate 

it if you will write us again giving their address. 


If we can be of any further service in checking up 
this matter we shall be very glad to help. 


Very truly yours, 


C nls” 
Jane C, Summers 
Secretary 
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In going to live among the people Mr. Bowen adopted no disguise. 
He continued to wear his Europsan clothing and he retained his European 
habits, and in this he no doubt acted wisely. In China a foreigner some- 
times smooths his way by adopting tho Chinese costume, but in India, where 
the people are familiar with the sight of Ruropeans, nothing whatever is 
gained by such a changes He hired a room, put a little plain furniture 
into it and lived on a most frugal fare. He earnod his livelihood by teaching 
a few private pupils bat kept his expenses within less than $200. a year. He 
wag in no sense an ascetic and when invite out, as he often was, he always 
ate cheerfully whatever was set before him. His tastes were simple and in 
his own little home his fare was simplicity itself. On one occasion he en— 
tertained the members of the Bombay Missionary Conference at breakfast and 
when the meal was served it consisted of bananas and bread. He was too 
transparently honest and consistent te assume a style of lifs even for the 
once, above that which he daily maintained. Friomis often tried to add to 
his comfort but always in vain. On one occasion when he was absent some un- 
lmown lad$es invaded his room and refitted it throughout, putting in a new 
and almost luxurious bed, and other articles corresponding with ite Tho next 
day all the new articles were quietly distributed among the poor and the 
room resumed its old-time appearance. 

It might have been expected that the course pursued by Br. Bowen, so 
noble, so unselfish, would have won the admiration and approval of everyons\ 
but such was by no means the case. The European commity of Bombay felt 
itself humiliated, if not disgraced, by the srratic missionary and ier some— 
time the local papers indulged freely in gibes and jokes, as rude as they were 


Ph es 


stupid, at the expense of a man of whom the world of Bombay was not worthy. 
Nor did the natives appreciate his course as intelligently as he had anticipatede 
He was among them but he was not of theme ‘When I first met him he had been pur- 
suing this mode of life for seventeen years and in reply to my questions he 
spoke with the utmost freedom of his experiment. "I have discovered," he said, 
that the gulf which separates the psople of this comtry is not e social one 
at all; it is simply the great impassable gulf which spparates between to 
religion of Christ and the umbealieving world." But he did not regret the 
course which he had adopted and never wavered in pursuing it. He conquered 
foes, prejudices gradually melted away in the presence of his serene and 
Gbristlike life. The natives as the years passed by learned to respect and 
love him, and in his later years he was venerated as a saint. He has often 
been spoken of as the "White Saint of India" and has, perhaps, more nearly 
won a right to that title than any other Indian missionary of the century. 
When Bishop Taylor began his work in Bombay Mr, Bowen cooperated 
heartily with him, and as the work advanced and began to assum an organized. 
form he was led to see his duty to cast in his lot with the new people, and 
soon after he formally united with the Methodist Episcopal Church. This step 
was made easier by the fact that he had adopte ‘theological views which were 
substantially the same as those had by the Methodists, but this fact alone 
would uot have induced him to take so important a step had it not been for 
his convietion that he could thereby help forward the great work which he 
had at heart more effectually than in any other way. He came among us as 
a lowly saint, humbly clad, and like his Master,"without form or comeliness,® 
put he brought with him the pover of a name and an influence which gold could 


not have bought, and which the-world could not have bestowed. 


When Bishop Andrews organized the South India Conference, ur! Boren 
was made presiding Elder of the Bombay District, and on two different 
occasions he wes elected President of the Conference. He would have 
been elected to this position on every occasion when a Bishop was absent 
but for his peremptory refusal to serve. 
fil India will pause to pay a tribute of respect and Love to the 
memory of George Bowens ALL India is the debtor. He was s peerless 
saint among Christiens, a royal prince among missionaries. One had te 
see him and Imow him in his simplicity, but yet in his strength, in order 
to understand what our Saviour meant when he said that we mist become as little 
children. He has done his work; he has fulfilled his mission; he has finished 


his course; he has won his croc 


(Article by Bishop Thoburn, 
"Christian Advocate,” February 23,1886, page 120}. 
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VV 4, Va (p 
Nea Yorter January 7, 1903. 


Mr. Robert E. Speer, Secy.s 

#156 -5th Ave., wew york. 
Dear Sir:- 

Your favor of the 17th of December awaited my return from the 
Pacific Coast. 

I regret to say that I have no data bearing upon the life and 
labors of the late Rev. George Bowen. In two of my father's books, 
namely, "Four Years' Campaign in India" and "Ten Years' Self-Supporting 
Missions in India," you will find all that he has said on the subject. 

I have not these books at hand, but you will probabjy find then 
in your missionary library; and if not, can doubtless secure the use 


of them from the Methodist Book Concern. 


Sincerely yours, 


Revolafw 
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13 Zig Zag Lene, Cal. Dec. 27/73 


My dear Bros Bowen: 


I have not yet received reply to my long letter to you about organizing 
"Bombay Bengal Mission", but write again to say, Come to the Conf. if the Lord wil} 
if not send the returns of your last, vhat is tho present, Quarterly Conf. of numba 
of members and probationers, and of Sunday Schools. 


I think it w11 be good for your health tmwke a trip to Conf. if you take 
plenty of warm clothing and bedding. It is very cold there, and it wid be a great 
pleasure to our brethren to have you with them. You can draw on Stewart's fund 
for traveling expenses, as this is legitimately a part of our work. 


I think as we shall probably not have a Bishop to visit us for 4 years, 
we sh'd have our accepted candidates for our Ministry ordained Deacons at once, so 
that they can baptize their converts from heathenism as soon as they surrender 
and receive Christ, according to apostolical precedent. I sh'd not advise this 
if we coud be sure that we should have a bishop with us in two years, but to wait 
4 years is out of the question. I presume the next Gen'l Conference will make 
a better provision for ow growing work in India. 


I think further, that we had better organize several Districts such 
as Bombay District, Reve Geo. Bowen, P. Ee Bombay, W. E. Robbins, P. C. 
Collian to be supplied 
Egutpoona *¥rank Pencey 
Kurrachee ----------- 
Bosada = -===-=------=- » etc. 
Deccan District, D. O. Fox, P. Ee 
Poona De Os Fox, PF. Ce 
Lonowlu etce 
Secundrobad *Walter W etc. 
Central India District A. Norton, P. Be 
Bengal Dist. etc. wo be supplied. 


I don't wish any unnecessary display of our work, but I want a proper 
distribution of the responsibility, end.the most effective plans for success, and 
this plan of several districts will give officially tothe said Presiding Elders 
$¥he work they are practically doing now,and £t is the path of general administration 
to which God will call them, I believe, while the pastoral regular circuit work 
will be done mainly by agency raised up in India. Moreover, I must be free for 
special evangelistic work wherever most needed in the whole range of our Mission 
as God may leade 


Your bro. 


Sed Wme laylor 


* Local Deacon 
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13 Zig Zag Lane, Cals Deoe 27/73 


My dear Bro. Bowen: 


I have not yet received reply to my long letter to you about organizing 
"Bombay Bengal Mission", but write again to say, Coms to the Conf. if the Lord wil} 
if not send the returns of your last, that is the present, Quarterly Conf. of number 
of members end probationers, and of Sunday Schools. 


I think it wiil be good for your health tpiakes e trip to Conf. if you take 
plenty of warm clothing and bedding. it is very céld there, and it Wd be a great 
pleasure to our brethren to have you with theme You can draw on Stewart's fund 
for traveling expenses, as this is legitimately e part of our work. 


i think as we shall probably not heave a Bishop to visit us for 4 years, 
we sh'd have our accepted candidetes for our Ministry ordeined Deacons at once, so 
that they can baptize their converts from heathenism as soon as they surrender 
and receive Christ, according to apostolical precedent. I sh’d not advise this 
if we couid be sure that we should have a bishop with us in two years, but to wait 
4 years is out of the question. I presume the next Gen’l Conference will make 
@ better provision for our growing work in India. 


I think further, that we had better orgenize several Districts such 
@s Bombay District, Reve Geos Bowen, P. Ee Bombay, We. Ev Robbins, P. C. 
Collien To be supplied 
Egutpoona *Frank Poncey 
_Kurrachee <----— 
Bosada aaneme, OtCs 
. Deccan District, De O» Fox, Pe Be 
Poona De O« Fox, Ps Ce 
Lonowlu ette 
Secundrobad ‘Walter W etc. 
Central India District A. Norton, P. Be 
Bengal Dist. etc« To be supplied. 


I don't wish any unnecessary display of our work, but I want a proper 
distribution of the responsibility, end.the most effective plans for success, and 
this plan of several districts will zive officially tothe said Presiding Fiders 
the work they are practically doing now,and it is the path of general administration 
to which God will cali them, “I believe, while the pastoral regular circuit work 
will be done usinly by agency raised up in Indias Moreover, I must be free for 
special evangelistic work wherever most needed in the whole range of our Mission 
as God my lead. 

4 
: Your broe 


Sea ‘Vine Taylor 


® Local Deacon 
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Netherdale Bamffshire 
24 Jan'ty. 


My dear Mr. Bowens: 


Can you kindly procure for me a pamphlet written by Dr. Wilson's son on 
China? Uhe Dre sent it to me long ago and I Suppose, could let you have a copy 
if you asked it for me. George Hamilton told me Mr. Loralyee Shapooryu in Graham's 
house would get me the opium returns and I have written to him. In the Bombay 
Guardian some 10 or 12 months ago was an extract from resolution of some religious 
society deciding as a body to remonstrate with the British Government on the opium 
iniquity. I cut it out and sent it with a letter full of reproaches to the 
Prime Minister!!! I wish if you could lay your hand on it easily, you would send 
me the Guardian in which it is, or cut it out for me. 


I hope this will be the last time I shall trouble you on this 
subject. 


Yours sincerely, 


Sgd Re Shaw 


I should like much to find out the rise in the price of fire wood 
furing the last 40 years, showing the rise every ten years up to 1870, at 
the Presidence and at an out station (say Deesa). The Government Gazette 
gives these prices at the Presidency. the Bazaar Neruche Commissariat 
Examiner's office gives the other. ‘hey could be both got with very 
little trouble by a clerk. 


Red. R. S. 


cory 


Netherdele—Sanffshire 
24 Jantys 


My dear Mire Bowons 


Can you kindly procure for me a pamphlet written by Drs Wilson"s son on 
China? The Dr» sent it to me long ago and I suppose, could Ist-you have a copy 
if you asked it for mas George Hamilton told me Mr. Loralyee Shapooryu-in Graham's 
house would get me the opium returns and I have written to hime In the Bombay 
Guardian some 10 or 12 months ago was an extract from resolution of some religious 
society deciding as a body to remonstrate with the British Goverment on the opium 
iniquity. I cut it-out and sent it with @ letter full of repronches to the 
Prime Ministerit! I wishif you cowld lay your hand on it easily, you would cend 
me the Guardien in which it is, or cut it out for me. 


iy I hope this will be the last time I shall trouble you on this 
subjecte ; 


Yours sincerely, 
Sgd Rs Shaw 


I should ikke mich tc find out the rise in the price of fire wood 
uring the lest 40 years, showing the rise every ten years up to 3870, at 
the Presidence and at sn out station (say Deesa), The Government Gazette 
gives these prices at the Presidency. The Bazear Noruche Commissariat 
Exeminer's ' office gives the other. They could be both got with very 
Little trouble by a clerk. 
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Mare 27/74 


Dear Broe Bowen: 

stiice Raitt ,has energy, and has influence in Bombay and having 
leisure she might organize and superintend under our Ministerial care, an 
efficient corps of female workers in native families = an equivalent to a 
Zenana” Mission but employing unpaid workers of approved ability. 

Instead of going to Cawnpore to live, let her go there for a visit 
and work with Dora a few weeks, and visit Luclmow and see the practioal working 
of their Zenana work and of their Sunday Schools, and if need be let her visit 
the American Zenana Mission in Calcutta. ‘here is much in their highly paid 
systems that she would not copy but their methods of gaining access to Hindu 
families and of dealing with them would be worth her trouble to learn. If 
she has not funds to give for such a trip let the Stewarts pay her expenses. 

It will cost nothing much beyond reilr'a fare. I can give her letters to 
both places that will secure her all she needs for living and for learning. 

If Broe Kristna or other native bros. give proof of a clear call to the min- 
istry they sh'd be duky recommended, and put to study and to work. If Bro. 
Kristna has a field in Colian in which he canbe useful as a minister, Bro's 
Legg end Johnson might be app'd Stewards to secure him a house, and raise among 
the people there what they can, and our stewards in Bombay can subsidize if 
need be. Each native minister like oursleves must be allowed voluntarily to 


choose a low standard of economy. 
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Dear Bro. Bowens 

Sister Reitt bas energy, and has influence in Boanbay and having 
leisure she might organize and superintend under our Ministerial care, an 
efficient corps of female workers in native families < an equivalent to a 
Zenena: Mission but employing unpaid workers of Qpproved ability. 

instead of going to Cawnpora to live, let her go there for a visit 
and work with Dere a few weeks, end visit Lucknow and see the practical working 
of their Zenana work and ef their Sunday Schools, and if need be let her vicit 
the American Zenana Mission in Caleutta. There is much in their highly paid 
systems that she woujd not copy but their methods of @@ining access to Hindu 
femizies and of dealing with them would be worth her trouble to learn. if 
she has not funds to give for such a trip let the Stewarts pay her expenses. 
It will cost noUhing much beyond railr'd fare. I can give her letters to 
both places that will secure her all she needs for living and for learning. 
if Bros Kristna or other netive bros. give proof of a clear call to the min= 
istry they sh*d be duly recommended, and put to study and to work. If Brose 
Kristna has a field in Colien in which he canbe useful as a minister, Bro's 
Legg and Johnson might be app’d Stewards to secure him a house, and raise among 
the people there what they can, and our stewards in Bombay can subsidize if 
need bes Each native minister like oursleves must be allowed voluntarily to 
choose a low standard of economy. 


COPY 
July 17/74 


My dear Broe Bowens: 
You will be glad to learn that the Commissioners of the Mimicipality 
of  “Ma@res have renewed their grant of site on the esplanade for the 
You may know they gave us a grant for "3 months only" but now, they give it 
indefinitely. They can put us off by giving us two weeks notice, but the 
probability is we may remain a long timee 
We have it well filled, 7 A. Me Sabbath, for Bible classes and Sunday 
Schoole the pandal for the natives is same size 40 x 60, but stronger and 
much better every waye 
the lot cost us Rs. 307 but the vendor gave us Rs C40) 
the los’ in the midst of the cantonements in Polonseum contains 
about 8 acrese It cost us Rse 100, besides amall incidentals. ‘the Col. was 
going to give us privilege of building pandal on public land, but the Gen'l 
wrote forbidding it, having been "privately informed, Etc." so as the result 
we have thebest site in town with the elbow room of an 8 acre maidan. If 
every attempt to straiten us lead to such expansion, we can afford to be in 
@ strait now and thene 
Your broe 


Sgd Wm. ‘taylor 
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My dear Bros Bowen: 

You will be glad to learn that the Commissioners—of-the Mimicipality 
of Uuadros have renewed their grant of site on the esplanade for the 
You may know they gave us a grant for "3 months only" but now, they give it 
indefinitely. They can put us off by giving us tw weeks notice, but the 
probability is we may remain e Long times 

We have it well filled, 7 As Me Sabbath, for Bible classes and Sunday 

Schoole ‘he pandal for the natives is same size 40 x 60, but stronger and 
mich better avery waye 

The lot cost us Rs» 307 but the vender gave us Rs-40_ 

The lo& in the midst of the cantonements in Polenesun contains 
about 6 acres, It cost us Rse 100, besides amall incidentals. The Col. was 
going to give us privilege of building pendal on public land, but the Gen*l 
wrote forbidding it, having been “privately informed, Eto." so as the result 
we have thebest site in town with the elbow room of en 8 acre maidane If 
every attempt to straiten us lead to such expansion, we can afford to be in 
a streit now and thene 

Your bros 


Sega We taylor 


CRORES 


My dear Bro. Bowen: 

Has Broe Macrea. any credentials besides letter from Dre Humphrey? 
I presume he has, of course. ry Him in Bombay and see what he can doe We 
are greatly in need of more effective mene I could employ 1/2 a dozen in this 
region if of the right stampe Holy Ghost soul saving men alone can do our 
work » We shabl hope soon to learn whether any men, or how many may be app'd 
to us from home this year, and shall then better know how to arrange our app'ts. 
Brother Norton has been working under such high pressure for the past year and 
a helf that the day of reckoning has come with his nervous system. He don't 
complain of ill health, but has got the blues awfully. He has given up all 
his app'ts and has retired to Alichporee In his present state mf depression 
he can do but little good theree He needs heipe 1 have just written him 
that if he feels the spirit of God prompting him to came on a tour south, I 
will be glad to have him stop a month or two with mee ‘Travel and change will 
geo him good, and I think I can bring him out into a broader plain, and if 
he gets his right tone of mind andfaith, he will do us good here. If he 
consents to come, please ask your steward to pay his expenses to Madras. I 
do hope he will come for his own sake, for he is deeply discouraged. Don't 
say much about it. He is a dear brother and we must pull him up by the grace 
of Gode 

I have not seen recent California Cong. app'ts and don't know 
what ministers are now in San Franciscoe 

Re Pe Spier, bookseller, isa good Methodist layman there and 
w'd do what he edd to get your bros to attend preachinge 

Your bro. 


Sgd Wy. taylore 
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My dear Bros Bowens 

Has Bros Macrea any credentials besides letter from Dre Humphrey? 
I presume he has, of courses fry Him in Bombay and see what he can doe We 
are greatly in nsed of more effective mens I could employ 1/2 a dozen in this 
region if of the right stamps Holy Ghost soul saving men alone can do our 
work » We shail hope scon to learn whether any men, or how many may be app’d 
to us from home this year, and shell then better know how to arrange our app'ts. 
Brother Norton has been working under such high pressure for the past year end 
& half that the day of reckoning has come with his nervous Systeme He don't 
complain of il) health, but hes got the blues ewfullys He has given up all 
his app*ts and has retired to Alichpores In his present state af depressi on 
he can do but little good there. He needs helpe I have just written hin 
that if he feels the spirit of God prompting him to cane on a tour south, I 
Will be glad to have him stop a month or two with mee Travel and change will 
é0 him good, and I think I can bring him out into a broader plain, and if | 
he gets his right tone of mind and faith, he will do us good here. If he 
sonsents to come, please ask your steward to pay his expenses to Madras. I 
do hope he will come for his own sake, for he is deeply discouraged. Don't 
say much about ite He is a dear brother and we must pull him up by the grace 
of Gods 

Tt have not seen recent California Cong. ‘app"ts and don"t lnow 
what ministers are now in Sen Francisco. 

Re Pe Spier, bookseller, isa good Methodist layman there and 
w'd do what he c&d to get your bros to attend preaching. 
Your bode. 
Sgd Ware Taylors 
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Madras Ap. 21/74 


My dear Broe Bowen: 

Your favor to hands What about Bros Curtis. Did your last Ge 
Conf. recommend him for itinerant work? +s he effective? Have you a field 
for him? As a rule, at home, we give young men a chance to dtudy and develop 
in small toyms and country places, and send them to cities and more important 
app"ts when they are well prepared to fill theme It is a good rule, in most 
cases, but we must in each case, watch the guiding hend of God. I got a Dre 
Scott saved today, and also, within a few days, his 3 young daughters. His 
wife is a good Baptist woman. 

The De & Is have joined us and I baptized two Is today by 
sprinkling. the family goes tomorrow to settle at the junction of the Madros 
and Bombay Re Rid, "Reichose", I believe the name ise they will report on 
the prospects there. Polonesum, 12 miles from here, has 100 pensioner 
femilies, an important place and they want me to go theree Many places in 
the south are waiting, but I am tied. I now have nearly 200 probationers 
and I @annot leave them for a week till I get them through their organization 
ordeal. Some of them are terribly badgered. 

If you can give us a week we shall be delighted, and I am sure you 
will do us goode Col. Goddard will put you upe Does Brose Curtis know 
"Tomii", or any other netive language? Love to alle 

Over a dozen saved weekly in Calcutta. Among them last Sabbath 
night was a Mohammedan and Dr. ‘'hoburn baptized him straightway. 
Love to all. 
Your broe 


Sgd Wme Laylore 


Madras Ap. 21/74 


My dear Broe Bowens 

| Your favor to hande What svout Bros Curtis. Did your last Ge 
Conf. recommend him for itinerant work? 4s he effective? ilave you a field 
for him? As a rule, at home, we cive young men a chanoe to dtudy and develop 
in small towns and comtry places, end send them to cities and more important 
app'ts when they are well prepared to fill theme It is a-good rule, in most 
gases, but we must in eacn case, watch the guiding hand of God. I got a Dre 
Scott sgved today, and also, within « few days, his 3 young deughters. His 
wife is a good Baptist woman. 

The De & Is have joined us and I baptized two Is today by 
sprinkling. ‘he family goes tomorrow to settle at the junction of the Madros 
and Bombay Re RId, “Reichose", I belivve the name is» They will report on 
the prospects theres Polonesum, 12 miles from here, hes 100 pensioner 
femilies, an important place and they went me to go theree Many places in 
the south are waiting, but I am tied. I now have nesrly 200 probationers 
and I weannot leave them for a week till I set them through thoir organization 
ordeal. Some of them are terribly badgereds 

If you can give us a week we shell be delighted, and I am sure you 
will do us goode Cole Goddard will put you upe Does Broe Curtis mow 
"Tomil", or any other native language? Love to alle 

Over a dozen saved weekly in Caleuttae Among them last Sabbath 
night was a Mohammedan and Dre Thoburn baptized him straightways 
Love to all. 
Your bros 


Sed Wns Taylore 


Pe Se 
“our nights per week I had a series of 3 weeks in the Evangelistic 
Hall, and of 4 weeks in the Memorial Halle “<‘he congregations have kept up 
well all throughe About 280 converts. I have commenced organizing , 117 
have joined. It will rise up to 150 soon. A large proportion are so bound 
up in the Wesleyan Baptist and other churches that they will not come to us, 
but I hope will do good where they are but God means a powerful Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Madrase 
In regard to Bros Winkles license, it is usual for the President of 
the Q. Ms electing to do that, but if you think it better, if you will send 
me full nemes and date of Q.M=s I will fill them upe 4lso any others in 
Bombay e 
in 
I am sure Sister Raitt w'd not find <a*fiela/Cawnpore as a 2nd helper 
suited for her longs I am more and more impressed with the conviction that 
God designs her for our Zenana Mission in Lucknow and in Calcutta she can study 
the details of the work and learn the successfull Sunday School system of Lucknow 
and can organize a grand voluntary unpaid mission in Bombay and with repening 
experience can assist in organizing in Poona, Madras and elsewhere . We don't 
want red tape and we don't went Cor onenict the universal personal efforts of 
eachend all as the spirit may lead them, but we want combination and concert 
of efficient action in this matter. Sister Raitt has good administrative 
ability and great energy, and a work of this sort w'd bring out her abilities 
as you w'd not seem them now in her present unsettled state. 
I got a letter from Broe Fox. He had just baptized two Hindus 
and said nothing about being sick. 
Your broe in Jesus, 


Wme Taylor 
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‘the details of the work and tearn/tbaccess ful Sunday School eystem of Lucknow 
and can organize a grand voluntary vupaid mission in Bombay and with repening 
@perience can assist in organizing in foone, Wadras and elsewhere « We don't 
Want red tape and we don" want torestrict the universal personal efforts of 
eachand 211 as the spirit may lead them, but we went combination and concert 
of efficient action in this matters Sister Raitt has good administrative 
ability ond great energy, and a work of this sort w'd bring out her abilities 
&S you w'd not seem them now in her present unsettled state. 

I got a letter from Bros Foxe He had just baptized two Hindus 
and said nothing about being sick. 
Your bros in Jesus, 


Wins Taylor 


COPY 
July 17/74 


My dear Broe Morris: 

IT am sorry you did not get the 1000 hymn books ordered, and no 
cheap ede the cheap Hd. was ordered last Nove I am afraid there has been 
some serious neglect of printer or binders 

The coming box must have books. 1 have no private effects of 
any sort orderede You will heave to open the box and see what it contains, 
and take charge of ite We shall have 3 new pandals opened in this circuit 
Within the next 3 weeks, all on our own lots of lend. Our people of all 
classes are fully converted to the pandal.e Wechave preaching each Sabbath 
night in a chapel and also Monday night end the people get such a sweat there, that 
they, having 3 nQghts meantime in the pandal, are praying to be delivered from 
crowded chapels and halls, and worship in pandals alone. Our motto here is 
pandals for the millions the one at Permebore is but 22 x 40 fte being a 
small Re Re station. It has brick pillars and tyle roof. ‘the one in 
Chindasapet is 40 x 60 fte, wood, bamboo,eand thatch water tight. It will 
be a very neat onee It is for the natives specially. ithe 3d will be a 
small one in Polanesum. We had 7 saved at the pandel m=g last night. 

Love to all 
Your broe in Jesus, 


Wme Taylor 
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IT em sorry you did not get the 1000 hym books ordered, and no 
cheap ede ‘he cheap Ea, was ordered last Nov. I am afraid there has been 
some serious neglect of printer or binders 

The coming box must have bookse I have no private effects of 
any sort orderede You will have to open the box and see what it contains, 
and teke charge of its We shall have $ new pandals opened in this circuit 
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In going to live among the people Mr. Bowen adopted no disguise. 
He continued to wear his European clothing and he retained his European 
habits, and in this he no doubt acted wisely. In China a foreigner some-— 
times smooths his way by adopting the Chinese costume, but in India, where 
the people are familiar with the sight of Europeans, nothing whatever is 
gained by such a change. He hired a room, put a little plain furniture 
into it and lived on a most frugal fare. He earned his livelihood by teaching 
a few private pupils but kept his expenses within less than $200- a year. He 
was in no sense an ascetic and when invite out, as he often was, he always 
ate cheerfully whatever was set before him. His tastes were simple and in 
his own little home his fare was simplicity itself. On one occasion he en- 
tertained the members of the Bombay Missionary Conference at breakfast and 
when the meal was served it consisted of bananas and bread. He was too 
transparently honest and consistent to assume a style of life even for the 
once, above that which he daily maintained. Friends often tried to add to 
his comfort but always in vain. On one occasion when he was absent some un- 
known ladies invaded his room and refitted it throughout, putting in a new 
and almost luxurious bed, and other articles corresponding with it. The next 
day all the new articles were quietly distributed among the poor and the 
room resumed its old-time appearance. 

It might have been expected that the course pursued by Hr. Bowen, so 
noble, so unselfish, would have won the admiration and approval of everyone 
but such was by no means the case. The European commmity of Bombay felt 
itself humiliated, if not disgraced, by the erratic missionary and for some- 


time the local papers indulged freely in gibes and jokes, as rude as they were 
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stupid, at the expense of a man of whom the world of Bombay was not worthy. 
Nor did the natives appreciate his course as intelligently as he had anticipated. 
He was among them but he was not of them. When I first met him he had been pur- 
suing this mode of life for seventeen years and in reply to my questions he 
spoke with the utmost freedom of his experiment, "TI have discovered," he said, 
that the gulf which separates the people of this country is not a social one 
at all; it is simply the great impassable gulf which separates between to 
religion. of Christ and the unbelieving world." But he did not regret the 
course which he had adopted and never wavered in pursuing it. He conquered 
foes, prejudices gradually melted away in the presence of his serene and 
Christlike life. The natives as the years passed by learned to respect and 
love him, and in his later years he was venerated as a saint. He has often 
been spoken of as the "White Saint of India" and has, perhaps, more nearly 
won a right to that title than any other Indian missionary of the century. 
When Bishop Taylor began his work in Bombay Mr. Bowen cooperated 
heartily with him, and as the work advanced and began to assum an organized 
form he was led to see his duty to cast in his lot with the new people, and 
soon after he formally united with the Methodist Episcopal Church. This step 
ws made easier by the fact that he had adopte theological views which were 
substantially the same as those had by the Methodists, but this fact alone 
would not have induced him to take so important a step had it not been for 
his conviction that he could thereby help forward the great work which he 
had at heart more effectually than in any other Way e He came among us as 
a lowly saint, humbly clad, and like his Master, "without form or comeliness," 
but he brought with him the power of a name and an influence which gold could 


not have bought, and which the world could not have bestowed. 


When Bishop Andrews organized the South India Conference, Mr Bowen 
was made presiding Elder of the Bombay District, and on two different 
occasions he was elected President of the Conference. He would have 
been elected to this position on every occasion when a Bishop was absent 
but for his peremptory refusal to serve. 
All India will pause to pay a tribute of respect and love to the 
memory of George Bowen. All India is the debtor. He was a peerless 
saint among Christians, a royal prince among missionaries. One had to 
see him and know him in his simplicity, but yet in his strength, in order 
to understand what our Saviour meant when he said that we must become as little 
children. He has done his works; he has fulfilled his mission; he has finished 


his course; he has won his crown. 


(Article by Bishop Thoburn, 
"Christian Advocate," February 23,1888, page 120). 


